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The Role of Animals in Japanese Poems in

Hyakunin'isshu

Abstract

Hyakunin’isshu is a classical Japanese anthology
edited in 1235 by Fujiwara no Sadaie, usually called as
Teika. Teika selected one hundred Japanese poems com-
posed by one hundred famous poets, one poem each.
These poets were alive between the 7" -13" century.
Hyakunin’isshu is admired to be a fundamental textbook
for composing Japanese Tanka and is also well-known
since the poems in Hyakunin’isshu appear on Japanese
cards, Karuta.

Many kinds of animals appear in Hyakunin’isshu.
This article aims to study the role of animals in Hyakunin’is-
shu especially using animal to express emotion or feelings.
The research finds that animals in Hyakunin’isshu are used
to express many things such as the poets’ emotion, old
tales and also help accentuate image in figurative expres-
sion. Furthermore, voice of animals in Hyakunin’isshu helps

to express sadness or loneliness of the poets.

* Associate Professor Dr.Attaya Suwanrada , Address : Japanese Section,
Department of Eastern Languages, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University,
Phayathai Road, Bangkok 10330, e-mail : attaya_s@hotmail.com
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Japanese Parliamentary Debate on Settlement
of Japan-Thai “Special Yen Problem”

Abstract

This study focuses on negotiations between
Japan and Thailand to resolve “Special Yen Prob-
lem” which was one of the serious obstacles in the
Japan-Thai relationship, and examine why Prime Min-
ister Hayato lkeda decided to make a concession to
Thailand by endorsing the settlement of Japan-Thai
Special Yen Problem in the parliamentary debate, in
the debate, PM lkeda justified the concession. His argu-
ment can be summarized into two accounts (1) Trade
imbalance might let Thailand impose an economic
sanction on Japan, and (2) the negotiations were not
successful in reducing the payment. The opposition
parties argued that there was a hidden agenda which
was to support Thailand against communism. It is more
reliable than Japanese government’s considering the

political context of the Cold War.
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State of Knowledge on Japanese Studies in
Thailand: A Survey of Master’'s Theses

Abstract

This research aims to study the state of knowl-
edge of Japanese Studies in Thai society by analyzing
the data, master’s degree theses, gathered from three
Japanese Studies schooling universities via Thai Library
Integrated System (ThailIS). The purposes of the study
is to (1) create the Japanese Studies theses database
and (2) to indicate what issues about Japan that should
be studied furthermore.

The result of research shows that the Japanese
Studies related theses were found most in Thammasat
University. Though topics of study is quite vary, they,
however, related to current issues such as trading and
investment in the meantime. Besides, the tendency of
Japanese studies in the past 10 years also implies that
the literature and Japanese linguistics related topics
were very popular topics. This phenomenon suggests
that we still lack of some significant fields of studies

about Japan which should be more emphasized.

! Director of Japanese Studies Center. Faculty of Humanities, Chiang Mai University (saranya.jpcrnu@gmail.com)
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