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Khwanchira Sena
Graduate School of Language and Communication
National Institute of Development Administration

The Use of Disagreement Strategies in
Japanese by Thai Learners of Japanese

Abstract

This paper investigates the use of disagreement strategies of 20 Thai
learners of Japanese, 20 Japanese native speakers, and 20 Thai native
speakers in four situations where the interlocutors had different status
and where the formality of the situation was different. Questionnaires
containing open-ended questions were designed to collect the data
in order to analyze the disagreement speech acts and strategies.
The results showed that the Thai learners of Japanese used indirect
disagreement more than the Japanese and the Thai native speakers,
while the Thai learners of Japanese used a face-threatening act
reduction strategy similar to that of the Japanese native speakers
rather than that of the Thai native speakers. Moreover, when the
situation was formal, both groups, the Thai learners of Japanese and
the Japanese native speakers, used apology and fake agreement
strategies more frequently than the Thai native speakers.

words

disagreement strategies in Japanese, Thai learners of Japanese,

degree of formality
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