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Tawat Khamthongthip
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Chandrakasem Rajabhat University

Japanese Compliments on Facebook

Abstract

This study aimed to study complimentary topics, complimentary writing methods,
and language forms that were used to write Facebook comments of the Japanese.
The target population of the study were 124 Japanese Facebook users. Online
questionnaires were used as a method for data collection. To investigate the
complimentary writing methods and language forms, 200 comments being analyzed
were drawn from Facebook. The most frequently complimentary topics used
were “abilities” and “actions reflecting personalities or behaviors”. Japanese
Facebook users preferred to write explicit and short compliments mostly in one
semantic formula. Two language forms found in writing explicit compliments were
1) adjectives with obvious positive evaluation and 2) vocabulary or expressions
without obvious positive evaluation of adjectives, which described positive
characteristics of compliment receivers. The language forms that were used to
write implicit comments consisted of 6 language forms. The most frequently used
language forms found in this research were vocabulary or expressions reflecting
the feelings of compliment writers and congratulatory expressions that could be

used to implicate compliments.

words

Facebook, complimentary topics, explicit complimentary, implicit complimentary,
language forms
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