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Japanese Acculturation in Thailand during
the King Rama V Chulalongkorn, 1887-1910

words
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Abstract

This paper provides data and fundamental knowledge
the modernization of Thailand during the reign of King Rama
V Chulalongkorn has become a debate on whether it was a
Western acculturation, even if the foreign policy of Thailand
since the reign of King Rama V Chulalongkorn emphasized
on learning the nation-state culture from the experiences of
foreign countries, especially from Japanese culture. Questions
have been raised: did Thailand during the reign of King Rama
V Chulalongkorn adapt Japanese culture? Which sectors? The
problematic of this study is: although the modernization of
Thailand during the reign of King Rama V Chulalongkorn was
on the basis of Western culture, Japan during the second half
of the 19" century also contributed to Thai modernization
as well. In which way did the Japanese acculturation in
Thailand contribute to the modernization of Thailand? And
what is the proportion?

This article aims to study the Japanese acculturation
in Thailand during the reign of King Rama V Chulalongkorn,
1887-1910. The results of study are the followings: firstly,
King Rama V Chulalongkorn implemented the policy of
internal administration reforms in 1892 by applying both
Western and Japanese political culture. Secondly, Japan
played a significant role in Thailand’s economy, including

military and education respectively.
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