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Attaya Suwanrada
Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University

The Image of Vengeful Spirit in
Kibitsunokama: Comparing with
the Case of Rokujo in Genjimonogatari’

Abstract

Kibitsunokama is a story in Ugetsumonogatari, a collection of mystery stories of the Edo period,
written by Ueda Akinari. The story tells about Shotaro, a flirtatious young man, who deceived
and left Isora, his newly married wife. Isora then became a vengeful spirit and took revenge on
her husband. It is said that the image of Isora’s vengeful spirit in Kibitsunokama is influenced by
Rokujo’s image in Genjimonogatari. However, there are some different details that reflect the
characteristics of literary works of different periods. From the study, it is found that the image
of Rokujo’s vengeful spirit has a mood of mononoaware, an emotional beauty often found in
the Heian period literature, while Isora’s vengeful spirit has a scary and frightening image so that

people will be afraid of Karma rule, as seen in most of the Edo period literature.

words

Kibitsunokama, Genjimonogatari, Ueda Akinari, vengeful spirit
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