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Ranwarat Kobsirithiwara
Paphonphat Kobsirithiwara
Faculty of Humaniteis, Kasetsart University

Non-human Beings and Cultural Studies
in Japanese Manga*

Abstract

The study “Non-human Beings and Cultural Studies in Japanese Manga.” aims to analyze 3 Japanese
Manga in Thai version (cartoon books) which present non-human being characters: Tokyo Ghoul,
Parasyte, and Attack on Titan by employing research methodologies are close reading, cultural
studies theories such as exotism, otherness, ecological conscience and psychological analysis of
uncanniness in analyzing connotations in 3 Manga cartoon books. This study reveals that these
popular manga books share similarities in presenting non-human being characters, such as Ghoul,
Parasyte, and Titan. Cultural study shows that the creation of hybrid non-human beings and
cannibalism caused exotism and their popularity. Meanwhile it arouses human fearfulness from
the thought of humans being threatened by otherness. Additionally, the uncanniness of these
non-human beings provides philosophical questions to human beings concerning humanity and
humans positioning themselves at the top of the food chain in order to re-examine themselves

and establish environmental and ecological consciences among them.

words

Japanese manga, exotism, uncanny, otherness, ecological conscience

" This paper is the revised version of paper presented at the 13" JSAT Annuael Conference in 14-15 November 2019.

This paper is a part of the full research papers entitled “Non-human Beings and Cultural Studies in Japanese Manga.” This research was supported by
the Eastern Languages Department Research Fund 2018, Faculty of Humanities, Kasetsart University.
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