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Faculty of Liberal Arts,
Panyapiwat Institute of Management

The Reminiscence of the Migration of
Japanese to Siam during the Meiji Period”

Abstract

This research studies the background, the concept, and the process of Japanese migration for
jobs sponsored by Japanese government and private migration companies as well as and the
Japan-Thailand relations in the aspect of migration. The results of the study show that the Meiji
reformation presented not only the success in its modernization, but also exerted impacts on its
society and economy at the beginning of the Meiji period, especially the problems concerning
the increase of the population and poverty. In order to solve these problems and expand its
power, the government supported Japanese migrants to work in other regions. Moreover, when
Japan-Thailand formal relationships were newly established, Thailand was consequently one of
the significant and captivating regions for migration. There were two times of sending Japanese
migrants to Thailand to grow rice, and some Japanese officials were sent to Thailand to explore
the practicability of the labor migration. During that time the relationships between Japan and

Thailand were becoming interdependent on each other for economies and foreign affairs.

words

Japanese migration in the Meiji period, Thailand and Japanese migration,

Japanese colony

" This article is a part of the research on The Reminiscence of the Beginning of Japanese Migration to Siam in “The Report on the Exploration of
Siam” [ H#ERA#E) , which was funded by The Thailand Research Fund (TRF). The research consists of 2 parts; part 1: the research on The
Reminiscence of the Beginning of Japanese Migration to Siam, and part 2: the translation of a Japanese document entitled, “The Report on the
Exploration of Siam” [ i1 . This article has been modified from the content of the part 1.

Incidentally, the researcher uses “Siam” only in the title as it was known during that period and is found in related historical documents. However,
the terms “Thai” and “Thailand” are used throughout the research as the present official names.
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