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The Problems of Child Poverty in Japan

Abstract

This study aims to study the problems and situ-
ation of child poverty in Japan at the present time, and
to analyze their impact and to devise measures to solve
these problems. Documentary research was the means
employed to collect the data.

According to the study, the main factor of child
poverty was the poverty of the parents. At present the
number of poor people has been increasing because of the
increasing differences in social classes in Japan. Most of the
poor people do not have permanent jobs, and some have
only a part-time job. Additionally, it is clearly evident that
the high rate of child poverty mostly occurs in the family
of a single mother.

Poverty affects the children in many ways. Most
poor children have low competence in studying and al-
most no opportunity to pursue higher education. Moreover,
poor children do not receive medical services because
their parents cannot pay for health insurance. In order to
solve these problems, the Japanese government has taken
steps to provide help by allocating funds in many ways,
for example with child subsidies and education subsidies.
However, compared to other developed countries, it was
found that Japan has paid subsidies at very low levels.
Moreover, compared to the eleven other countries in the
OECD, Japan is the only country where the rate of poverty

has increased despite the allocation of money.

" Lecturer Porntip Wakabayashi, Address: Faculty of Education,
Ramkhamhaeng University, Ramkhamhaeng Road, Bangkapi, Bangkok 10240,
e-mail: a.tsugumi@gmail.com

Japan’s major problem is
that children, who are the future
of the country, are facing prob-
lems of poverty, and this problem
is exacerbated by the fact that
Japan has entered the era of the
aged society, and the birth rate is

low.
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