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A Comparative Study of the Existence of
Ethnic Music in Japan between Hokkaido

and Okinawa

Abstract

The objective of this study is to investigate the
history, existence, trend, and change between the local
music of Okinawa Island and the Ainu music of Hokkaido
Island. This study obtain information from various sources:
the ethnomusicology method, historical study, literature
review, field study, and deep interviews.

The results of the study found that, besides Royal
Gagaku or Japanese Performance Music, the other two very
important types of music are the music on Hokkaido and
Okinawa Island. These two are considered to be antique
types of music and have existed on these islands for a very
long time, but still exert a great deal of influence on the
Japanese people today. However, there are also differences
between these two musical styles. The Okinawa music is
still extant in the daily life of the Okinawa people and has
helped to make Okinawa music the way it is. On the other
hand, the music on Hokkaido Island has faded away since
the Ainu on Hokkaido are a minority at present. As a result,
in order to conserve Hokkaido music, the government has

had to provide special support for it.

" Associate Prof. Dr. Noppadol Tipyarat, Faculty of Fine and Appiled Arts,
Prince of Songkla University, Pattani Campus, Address: 181 Moo 6, Tambon
Rusamilae, Muang, Pattani 94000, e-mail: noppadol.t@psu.ac.th
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From the study of these
two types of music, it was found
that the existence of any music
mainly depends on the strength
of the local people in that specific
region. Another important fact
is that government support also
plays a very crucial role in support-
ing the existence of any type of

music.

words
Comparative study,
Ethnomusicology, Hokkai-

do, Okinawa
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