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and Scope

The “jsn Journal” is an academic journal of the Japanese Studies
Association in Thailand, and is published once a year. The journal has
following objectives:

1. To be a channel for the dissemination of research outputs
related to Japan in the humanities and social sciences.

2. To be a platform for scholars, practitioners, and graduate
students to share their knowledge and experience, as well as utilize the
journal as a source to enhance the body of knowledge that benefits our
society and nationally-integrated development.

3. To expand the network as well as strengthen academic
cooperation in the area of Japanese studies.

The “jsn Journal” consists of invited papers, original research
papers, academic articles, review articles, book reviews and conference
reports. Each paper must have an abstract in both Thai and English. The
journal is published in simultaneous print and electronic editions. All
research articles in this journal have undergone rigorous peer review,
based on initial editor screening and double-blind peer review. Any views

expressed in the articles are the views of the authors only.
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Conflict and Democracy in Modern Japan

Abstract

The process of democratization in Japanese histo-
ry has witnessed conflicts and vulnerable democracy. This
paper focuses on the endurance of democracy in Japan,
which has taken around 90 years to become endurable.
This risky process can be divided into three phases. The
first phase was from the Meiji Restoration to the first Diet
election (1868-1890). The second phase was the period of
Taisho Democracy. The Taisho era was between 1912 and
1926, but Taisho Democracy should be examined over
a longer time span, ranging from 1905 to 1932. The last
phase was postwar democracy (1945-1958). The endurance
of democracy became a reality in Japan only when the
social and political forces in contention finally realized
that there would be no means other than accepting de-

mocratic rule to solve the differences among themselves.

" This is a shortened version of a keynote speech given at the 8" Japanese
Studies Annual Conference held by the Japanese Studies Association in
Thailand at the Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University, Bangkok,
Thailand on 18 December, 2014.

" Senior Professor, National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS).
Address: 7-22-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku, Tokyo 106-8677, Japan. e-mail:

k_tunekawa@nifty.com
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1. Introduction

The conflicts in the modern Japanese
history have been related to the process of
democratization. This paper is concerned
with the endurance of democracy rather than
a mere transition from a non-democracy to

democracy.

In modern Japan, democratization
was not an easy straight-forward process but
was a process full of painful conflicts with
advances and retreats. The endurance of de-
mocracy became a reality in Japan only when
social and political forces in contention finally
realized that there would be no means other
than accepting democratic rule of the game to
solve differences among themselves. | believe
that the similar pattern has been observed
not only in Japan but in many other historical

cases as well.

Why is it difficult to have an endurable
democracy? Because democracy only guaran-
tees fair procedures such as voting rights and
political freedom, but does not guarantee any
substantial (material and ideational) benefits
to the participants. There always remains un-
certainty about concrete policies coming out
of the democratic process. Historically, many
people hesitated to accept such uncertainty of
democracy and succumbed to the temptation

to support individuals or organizations which

promised to deliver concrete results even if
these individuals or organizations were not

quite democratic players.

2. Three phases of democratization

How to analyze the democratization
in Japan? It took around 90 years for democ-
racy to become endurable in Japan. These
90 years can be divided into three phases of
democratization. The first phase is from the
Meiji Restoration to the first Diet election
(1868-1890). The second phase is the period
of the Taisho Democracy. The Taisho era was
between 1912 and 1926 but the Taisho De-
mocracy should be examined in a longer time
span ranging from 1905 to 1932. The last phase
is the postwar democracy (1945-1958).

In looking at each of the three phases
of democratization, this paper focuses on 3
C’s: conflict, constraints and compromise.
I will first look at the nature of the conflict
in each phase. Second, political and social
forces in contention do not have free hands
in their choice of strategies. Their behavior
is constrained by structural factors, both
domestic and international. We therefore need
to look at what the structural constraints for
democracy are. And third, | will discuss how
the conflicts under structural constraints came
to make people compromise and accept de-

mocracy.
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2.1 First Phase

In the first phase (1868-1890), the
main conflict was between those who at-
tempted to build a modemn centralized state
and those who were adversely affected by
such endeavor of modernization. The Meiji
government wanted to build a strong state
by using the tax revenue extracted from ag-
riculture and the sake (rice wine) production.
Such taxation hurt the rural population. At the
same time, the government needed to reduce
expenditures; so it first reduced and then abol-
ished the stipend payment to samurai (the for-
mer dominant class) who shared about 5% of
the population. Samurai lost their job, income
and social status. Consequently, the Meiji
government faced numerous armed rebellions
of peasants and former samurai including the

1877 civil war.

One of the structural constraints in
this period was the power relation between
the government and the opposition. The
central government was superior in the mili-
tary capability to the armed rebels. However,
the military weakness of the opposition was
compensated by social and political weakness
of the government. Most of the government
leaders came from lower echelons of the sa-
murai class and lacked authority as legitimate
leaders. The authority of the Emperor, which
the Meiji leaders wanted to take advantage of,
had not yet been firmly rooted in society. Fur-

thermore, there were serious divisions among

jsn Journal Vol.4 No.1 (Dec 2014)

the Meiji leaders over foreign policy, economic
policy and their institutional preferences. In-
ternationally, the Meiji government attempted
to renegotiate the unequal treaties with the
western powers which had made Japan lost
its autonomy to set import duties. Japan also
was forced to give the extraterritorial right to
the foreign governments. However, since the
negotiation did not go smoothly, the Meiji
government was subject to nationalism-based
criticism from the opposition. In sum, the do-
mestic and international structures placed the

Meiji government in a politically weak position.

Mutual compromise and a partial
democratization occurred due to these con-
straints of domestic and international struc-
tures. While the Meiji government crushed
the armed opposition by force, the moderate
leaders in the government sought for a com-
promise with moderate opposition. As a result,
the constitution was enacted in 1889 and the
first Diet election was held in 1890. Due to the
limited suffrage, the Diet was an elite institu-
tion represented by only one percent of the
population (the propertied class). However, it
frequently embarrassed the Meiji government
by rejecting government-proposed budget

plans.

2.2 Second Phase
During the second phase--Taisho
Democracy (1905-1932)--, the nature of con-

flict was no longer between state builders



and the opposition but the main conflict was
fought between the conservative military/
bureaucratic elites (successors to the Meiji
leaders) and the urban masses/middle class
people over price policy, tax policy, corruption
of the government officials, and the lack of
voting rights. By that time, political parties had
grown through the parliamentarian process
and took advantage of the social discontent
of lower and middle class people to snatch
the government power from the conservative
elites in 1918. Before that year, the cabinet
was appointed from above in the name of the
emperor, but in 1918, political parties were al-
lowed to organize the government. Thereafter,
partisan competition emerged as a new form

of conflict and fostered patronage politics.

In this period, domestic and interna-
tional structures strengthened the influence
of political parties. First, due to the economic
growth, new social forces such as family-busi-
ness groups (zaibatsu), middle class, and in-
dustrial/tertiary-sector workers emerged and
became counter-balancing forces vis-a-vis con-
servative elites. Business groups contributed to
strengthening parties although they also main-
tained close relations with the conservative
elites. Middle class people and urban masses
went out to streets to make demands on the
government; workers organized themselves
and went into strikes. They provided counter-

balancing forces against conservative groups.

Internationally, Japan regained com-
plete sovereignty by 1911 and being confident
of its power, Japan started to enhance its in-
fluence in mainland China. Now, both the con-
servative elites and political parties could ap-
peal the nationalist sentiment of the people.
So, the international structure allowed both

sides to take advantage of expansionist foreign

policy.

Political parties could take advantage
of the discontent among the masses and the
middle class and succeeded to form the first
ever party-led government in 1918 and intro-
duced the male universal suffrage in 1925.
They continued to control the government
until 1932 except for a short period of time.
The military and bureaucratic successors to the
Meiji leaders were now clear minority groups.
They took externally expansionist policy but
could not monopolize the nationalist creden-
tial. Being in a weak position, they were forced
to accept the party-led government.

However, what Japan had was not a
full democracy but a semi-democracy. Political
parties were allowed to organize the cabinet
but sovereignty was still in the hand of the
emperor. In addition, political freedoms were
restricted. Leftist parties and radical social

movements were banned.
The demise of the Taisho democracy

started in the early 1930s. By that time, struc-

tural conditions changed to the advantage
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of military and bureaucratic elites. Political
parties lost trust among the masses and the
middle class due to many corruption scan-
dals and undisciplined partisan struggles over
power. When the military turned to strengthen
militarily expansionist activities abroad, espe-
cially in China and Manchuria, political parties
could not resist it because they themselves
had attempted to refurbish public support
by nationalist discourses. The result was the
demise of the party government in 1932 and
the enhancement of the power of the military,
which eventually led the whole nation to the

devastating war and defeat.

2.3 Third Phase

The third phase is the postwar democ-
racy (1945-1958). The nature of conflict was
multi-faceted and much more complicated
than in the Meiji period or in the Taisho period.
There were three kinds of conflict; (1) Class
conflict between labor and capital represent-
ed by leftist parties and conservative parties;
(2) Political conflict between those who en-
dorsed the Taisho-Democracy-type semi-de-
mocracy and those who wanted to have a full
democracy; (3) Policy conflict between those
who urged a heavy rearmament of Japan and
those who opposed it. A great majority of la-
bor and leftist parties supported a full democ-
racy and opposed a heavy rearmament; capital
and conservative parties were divided in their

preference on democracy and rearmament.
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Structural constraints in this period
were brought by the various reforms the
American occupation forces implemented in
Japan. These measures transformed the power
structure of Japan by destructing several pillars
of the prewar regime while strengthening new
social forces. This process included the disso-
lution of big family-business groups; the disso-
lution of big landowners by the land reform;
the dissolution of the imperial army, navy and
air force; the introduction of many political
and social rights into Japan which facilitated
activities of labor unions, leftist parties, and
liberal mass media. Moreover, power balance
in Asia was totally transformed; conservative
parties in Japan no longer could take advan-

tage of nationalist appeal.

Weakened by the liberal reforms,
facing active and broad resistance from leftist
and liberal forces, and not being able to use
nationalism to cultivate electoral support,
the conservative forces which once hoped to
recover the prewar semi-democracy eventu-
ally accepted the 1946 constitution and a full
democracy by 1958. Some of the leftist forc-
es intended to realize a socialist revolution,
but were also forced to accept democracy
because the Japanese public opinion did not
support violent methods after having experi-
enced heavy sufferings during the war. Finally,
democracy became the only game in town in

Japan.



3. Conclusion

Here, we have to recall that democ-
racy only guarantees procedural fairness, but
do not guarantee specific policy substances.
Many atrocities (including human sufferings
from environmental contamination) can occur
under democracy. To correct such deficiencies,
democracy must upgrade itself by improving
the rules, institutions, and its modus operandi
(method of operation). Such improvement will
occur again through conflicts between those
who demand reforms and those who insist on

the status quo.

The above framework to explain
democratization can apply to other historical
cases. For instance, the Brazilian constitutions
used to give the military the tutelage power
to maintain law and order and the Brazilian
military frequently intervened in politics. The
military-led rule between 1964 and 1985 left a

bitter memory of repression, the loss of free-

dom and economic distress. When the civilian
rule was recovered in 1985, all political forces
and civilian groups were ready to accept the
democratic rule of the game. In Korea, the mil-
itary-led government faced a persistent oppo-
sition during its rule between 1961 and 1987,
the 1980 repression of the Gwangju uprising
was especially harsh and substantially lowered
the legitimacy of the military government. The
international environment such as Gorvachev’s
conciliatory policy and the imminent hosting
of the Olympic Game forced the Korean mili-

tary to compromise.

In conclusion, democracy was born of
conflicts. As our 3 C’s theory indicates, democ-
ratization in Japan proceeded through a long
process of conflict and compromise among
social and political forces. Such process was
fostered or impeded by constraints stemming

from domestic and international structures.
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The Problems of Child Poverty in Japan

Abstract

This study aims to study the problems and situ-
ation of child poverty in Japan at the present time, and
to analyze their impact and to devise measures to solve
these problems. Documentary research was the means
employed to collect the data.

According to the study, the main factor of child
poverty was the poverty of the parents. At present the
number of poor people has been increasing because of the
increasing differences in social classes in Japan. Most of the
poor people do not have permanent jobs, and some have
only a part-time job. Additionally, it is clearly evident that
the high rate of child poverty mostly occurs in the family
of a single mother.

Poverty affects the children in many ways. Most
poor children have low competence in studying and al-
most no opportunity to pursue higher education. Moreover,
poor children do not receive medical services because
their parents cannot pay for health insurance. In order to
solve these problems, the Japanese government has taken
steps to provide help by allocating funds in many ways,
for example with child subsidies and education subsidies.
However, compared to other developed countries, it was
found that Japan has paid subsidies at very low levels.
Moreover, compared to the eleven other countries in the
OECD, Japan is the only country where the rate of poverty

has increased despite the allocation of money.

" Lecturer Porntip Wakabayashi, Address: Faculty of Education,
Ramkhamhaeng University, Ramkhamhaeng Road, Bangkapi, Bangkok 10240,
e-mail: a.tsugumi@gmail.com

Japan’s major problem is
that children, who are the future
of the country, are facing prob-
lems of poverty, and this problem
is exacerbated by the fact that
Japan has entered the era of the
aged society, and the birth rate is

low.
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Child poverty, Japan,
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A Comparative Study of the Existence of
Ethnic Music in Japan between Hokkaido

and Okinawa

Abstract

The objective of this study is to investigate the
history, existence, trend, and change between the local
music of Okinawa Island and the Ainu music of Hokkaido
Island. This study obtain information from various sources:
the ethnomusicology method, historical study, literature
review, field study, and deep interviews.

The results of the study found that, besides Royal
Gagaku or Japanese Performance Music, the other two very
important types of music are the music on Hokkaido and
Okinawa Island. These two are considered to be antique
types of music and have existed on these islands for a very
long time, but still exert a great deal of influence on the
Japanese people today. However, there are also differences
between these two musical styles. The Okinawa music is
still extant in the daily life of the Okinawa people and has
helped to make Okinawa music the way it is. On the other
hand, the music on Hokkaido Island has faded away since
the Ainu on Hokkaido are a minority at present. As a result,
in order to conserve Hokkaido music, the government has

had to provide special support for it.

" Associate Prof. Dr. Noppadol Tipyarat, Faculty of Fine and Appiled Arts,
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From the study of these
two types of music, it was found
that the existence of any music
mainly depends on the strength
of the local people in that specific
region. Another important fact
is that government support also
plays a very crucial role in support-
ing the existence of any type of

music.

words
Comparative study,
Ethnomusicology, Hokkai-

do, Okinawa
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and guidelines for preparing
the original copy of an article

The “jsn Journal” welcomes original academic articles or research
papers written by professors, scholars, researchers, students, and private
persons that are working in the area of Japanese studies. The articles to be
submitted to the editor’s office consideration to be published must not
have been published before and also must not be subject to the consi-
deration process for publication in other journals or media. The article may
be written in Thai or English, and must be written in the format provided
by the Journal. Before the article is approved, it will be read and assessed
by an expert in the field of knowledge pertaining to the article, with the
assessment method being the double-blind reviewer system. Each article

is assigned to at least 2 reviewers.

Preparing the article

The article to be considered for publication in the Journal should
not be longer than 20 pages (Ad) with standard page layout. The original
copy must consist of three sections. The first section (first page) contains
the name of the article, first and last name of the author, his/her affiliation,
the abstract, keywords, and a footnote in the Thai language. The second
section (second page) contains the same information as in section 1, but
in English. The third section (from the third page onwards) is the main part
of the article written in the standard order for article composition. The
author should number the paragraphs from the preface to the conclusion
using Arabic numerals in sequence. If there is a reference list or appendix, it
should be attached at the end of the conclusion without being numbered.
The reference list must comply with APA (American Psychological Associa-

tion) format.
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Presentation format

The article must be written using single-space format, and Th
Sarabun PSK or Th Sarabun New must be used as the font type for both
the Thai and English languages. The sizes of the fonts are as follows:

1. Name of the article: 20 point size.

2. First and last name of author: 16 point in bold (affiliation: 16
point in italics).

3. Abstract: normal font, 16 point (maximum 10 lines).

4. Keywords: normal font, 16 point (maximum 5 words).

5. Headings: first level (i.e. 1.xxx, 5.xxx. reference list, and appen-
dix), 18 point in bold, second level and so on (i.e. 1.1, 2.1.3), 16 point in
bold.

6. Main content: normal font, 16 point.

7. Footnotes in the first and second pages: normal font, 12 point
(there are 2 possible types of footnotes):

a. *Information that the author wishes to add about the article
such as acknowledgements.

b. **Specifying academic titles or other titles of the author, an
address, and an e-mail by following this format:

Associate Professor (Dr.)....., Contact Address: ....., e-mail: .....

8. Footnotes in the main content: written in each page in normal
12 point font in Arabic number sequence.

9. Table: bold or normal font, not larger than 16 point (as suitable).

10. Reference list: normal font, 16 point.

11. Appendix: normal font, 16 point.

12. Others: If Japanese characters are required, the author must
select MS Mincho font. The size of the Japanese characters used generally
in the main content is 10.5 point (same size as 16-point Th Sarabun PSK or
Th Sarabun New characters). If Japanese characters appear in other parts
of the article, their size should be adjusted to the most suitable size by

following the aforementioned criteria.
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Tables and figures

The author must place tables and figures in Arabic numerical
sequence (i.e. Table 1, Figure 2) and specify the name of the table and
figure after the number. The table title must be typed in the top row of the
table. The title for the figure is placed directly below the figure. The font
size in the table and figure should follow the aforementioned criteria and
according to the suitability, appearance, and style of the content. The
complete source of a table and figure must be included. If it is the work
of the author, the source must be entered as “Calculated/written/

summarized by the author.”

Citation in text and References list

The citations in text and references list should give readers enough
information to locate each source. To refer to the content, the first
and last name of the author must be detailed, followed by the year of
publication and the relevant page number in parentheses. For instance,
in the case of a book, article in a journal, or a research paper: (ﬁ"’]'ﬁ&ﬁﬂé
aﬂqiﬁuuz, 2547, U. 20) or (Feuchtwanger, 2002, p. 99). In the case of
a reference book: (WAUYNIUI1VUMTARYAIU W.A. 2542, 2546, U. 37) or
(Merriam-Webster’s collegiate dictionary, 1993, p. 125). And in the case of
an e-document (¥ug nINUY, 2548) or (Lesley University, 2005).

When compiling a reference list, please pay particular attention to
the following: 1) sequence; 2) punctuation and spacing; 3) capitalization;
and 4) underlining. This guide covers basic information and examples for
the most common types of citations. For full information, please consult
American Psychological Association (APA) 6" edition style Examples. from

www.edu.au/tutorials/citing/apa-ad.pdf.
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f79819N151WBULENET5919849 (Examples of References list)

%1i9d9 (Books)

935087 @I5AUSEAN. (2555). UsziMassamddyy. nyamme: drnfiusiuvis
PNANTNUNTINGSE.

Wood, E. W., Jr. (2006). Worshipping the myths of World War II: Reflections
on America’s dedication to war. Washington, DC: Potomac Books.

Rogers, T. T., & McClelland, J. L. (2004). Semantic cognition: A parallel
distributed processing approach. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

Oguma, E. (1995). Tanitsu minzoku banashi no kigen: “Nihonjin” no jigazou
no keifu [The myth of the homogeneous nation: Genealogy of
“Japanese people’s” self-portrait]. Tokyo: Shinyo Sha.

/R BEL (1995). TH—REFHFOETRAARN>D A OR8], H A
Bt

nisdauva (Translated books)

Walny Fluenwe. (2553). $13 nawld9amdidgu [The Rules of Living in Japan]
(ielld Wenidy, guua). njamne: drinfiuiawiuas Tausssy aan.
(Fuatuiiun U .#.2008)

Oguma, E. (2002). A genealogy of ‘Japanese’ self-images (D. Askew, Trans.).
Melbourne: Trans Pacific Press. (Original work published 1996)
BRIAR, W.F. (2000). [ARN)—h+a—F—-V % x5 1] (Street corner
society) (BLHER, A B = §R), Fnt: A 2EH. (FEE19934F)

unaaluvifsdedifiussandnns (Article in an edited book)

aling AnnuNs. (2520). Mseununzaeu Tulngsd duansnyd (Ussansnig),
Ailo919715dA1uNITITeUNITAOU. (U. 58-69). NTUNN: N
AN138H1ETVINMTPRRIN TN TN
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Gill, M. J., & Sypher, B. D. (2009). Workplace incivility and organizational
trust. In P. Lutgen-Sandvik & B. D. Sypher (Eds.), Destructive organiza-
tional communication: Processes, consequences, and constructive
ways of organizing (pp. 53-73). New York, NY: Taylor & Francis.

WINAERF(2013). T2 — " RZ{E M LICHEBIE—REH =
LT =220y ) — MR SE R, T ARE ot 72 i 2
(35-60). KB F1sRER.

unAU1uI15815 Journal articles)

Uszya dadia. (2541). Jaymuazuuimaunluasugialve. dauman susia
19 (2), 34-39.

Carlson, L. A. (2003). Existential theory: Helping school counselors attend

to youth at risk for violence. Professional School Counseling, 6(5),

10-15.

Landman, Fred (1989a). Groups, |. Linguistics and Philosophy, 12 (5),
559-605.

Landman, Fred (1989b). Groups, Il. Linguistics and Philosophy, 12 (6),
723-744.

wnowe: nsaifEeBmansunAuIngBeunuieafuliiiuiing sy
MEdnYs a b ¢ MudwU

PWOARIE(1993). [3e3REEH 123105 OB BARMAIO BRI SWTITAA
FE#E ] 80: 125-135.

3789747 318971UVBI35UA (Research Reports, Government Reports)

Junun usInAsTeR niuwia. (2535). MsFnwIanIunIMLAZUlEUIEAYITY
Wnkagig1IvugAeelenIa: ANY1INIY (1B9IUKHANTITY). NTUNNC:
anduidedeny PasnIaluIine s,

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, National Institutes of
Health, National Heart, ung, and Blood Institute. (2003). Your guide
to lowering blood pressure. (NIH Publication o. 03-5232). Retrieved
from http://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health/public/heart/hbp/hbp_low/

hbp_low.pdf
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs. (1997, June 12). Peru jiken choosa iinkai no
hokoku ni tsuite no lkeda Gaimu Daijin no kishakaiken [Press inter-
view with Foreign Minister lkeda on the report of the investigation
committee on the Peru Incident]. Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan.
Retrieved from http://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/gaiko/hoka/peru/

index.html

ﬁaﬁLﬁnwiaﬁnﬁﬁluﬂ (Computer Software, Databases and Websites)

Yy mnuii. (2548). gafvauilneindnlnalundid. duan
http://www.businesstgai.co.th/content.php?data= 407720-opinion

Lesley University. (2005). Basic APA format for citing print materialist media.
Retrieved from http://lesley.edu/library/cuide/citation

ALY (2002). TEGERTLOLEET HEFRT), HFEERKE
AT A http://www.bunka.go.jp/kokugo/main.asp?
fl=ist&id=1000003929&clc=1000000068

hjﬁ%aﬁl,wi\‘l (No authors)

WIWIYNTUATUTIVUNTIREFN I W.A.2542. (2546). AFUnN=: wuildad.

More jobs waiting for college grads. (1986, June 17). Detroit Free Press, pp.
1A, 3A.
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The 9™ National Conference of Japanese Studies 2015
Organized by Japanese Studies Association in Thailand (JSAT)

Japanese Studies Association in Thailand annually organizes a conference on a
specific theme. The conference program will feature a keynote speech, panel discussions,
and academic presentations. In 2015, the conference is scheduled for December.

Place: at a hotel in Hatyai, Songkla Province (to be announced later)

Host Institution: Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Prince of Songkla

University, Pattani Campus

Submission Schedule:

31 May 2015 Abstract Submission Deadline

15 June 2015 Accept/Reject Notification Date

15 August 2015 Paper Submission Deadline (Full paper)
December 2015 Presentation

The conference accepts manuscripts of original research that has not been
published anywhere else. All submitted papers will be reviewed by a minimum of two
reviewers. The conference accepts full paper in Thai and English only. Presenters are
allowed to present their papers in Thai or English. Selected papers will be published in
the proceedings of the conference or in the “jsn Journal”.

We invite abstract submissions for a research-based paper related to Japan in
any relevant area: economics, sociology, politics, linguistics, literature, education or other
related areas.

For further information please contact us:
e-mail: jsat2015@gmail.com
The abstract submission form can be downloaded at URL: jsat.or.th
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