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Tourism as a Tool to Solve Major Problems in
the Community: a Case Study of Aikawa-machi

in Sadogashima Niigata Prefecture, Japan’

Abstract

This paper is an ethnography study of tourism
from the perspective of the anthropology of tourism and
presents some of the problems that fishermen are facing
in Aikawa-Machi in Japan, including the solutions that peo-
ple there are using to solve the tourism problems in their
community. The research revealed that among the major
problems in this community are a decrease in aquatic ani-
mals, a fall in the price of fish, and not having successors to
their businesses. The people in the community, led by the
local administration and fishery cooperatives, are working
together to use tourism as a part of the solution so that
the people in the community can retain their identity as

fishermen and not completely rely on tourism.

" This paper adjusted from a researching report of an author title “Fisheries
and Tourism” published on Researching Report 2002 of Department of
Cultural Anthropology, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, University of
Tokyo (TFRJIIRATIZ 51T DI LB E & R A 200248 B2 30k A KE 7
thaTA IR WA # ], 200443 H R R SU NJEEIFZEEE.)

™ Lecturer, PhD., Division of Japanese Language, Faculty of Humanities, Chiang Mai
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e-mail: apanida.me@gmail.com
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