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Religious Phenomena in Popular Culture:
On “Buddha” in “Saint Young Men”

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is threefold: firstly, to
study religious phenomena in popular culture through
the character of the “Buddha” in “Saint Young Men”
(Saint Onii-san), a Japanese manga/anime; secondly, to
study the response of the Thai readers/audiences; and
thirdly, to propose a way to understand this phenom-
enon and the appropriate attitude for Thai Buddhists.
By investigating Internet resources, it was found that
some Thai Buddhist readers/audiences have a negative
reaction to, or are offended by, Saint Young Men be-
cause they think that it is insulting to the Buddha. For
this reason the present author presents the “Triangle
of Understanding: Know Qurselves, Know Others, and
Know the World” for better understanding and creat-
ing a positive attitude towards this phenomenon, i.e.
“Know Ourselves”-knowledge of the doctrines/princi-
ples of Theravada Buddhism; “Know Others”-knowl-
edge of Japanese Buddhism, the socio-cultural state
of contemporary Japan, and the grammar of manga/
anime; and “Know the World”-knowledge of religion

and culture in the present-day context.
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wns” Fudululuiianenessdrududasn/
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4.2 “$11”: WnsAEUILUURYY
(Japanese Buddhism) snu-Sausssudiiu
Uagdu uagliensal (grammar) vassliesy/
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4.2.1 WsAauuuudlu
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Fuat09Fns Knowing Buddha Hu seyilésu
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4.2.2 deu-Taussauduilagiy
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orlsonvaylailviFosiredn fedratu 91nns
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(Practical and Ritual dimensions) 2) fifa1u
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Ted UrU1 (Homi Bhabha) iy
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(Bhabha, 1990, pp. 208-209)
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