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Patronage in the Thai Translation of
Japanese Humanities and Social Sciences
Books from the 1970s to the 1980s*

Abstract

Translation is not just the transfer of meaning
from one language to another, but also is the transfer of
one’s cultural values to the receptor’s culture. However,
translation is never innocent. Behind each translated work
stands a “patron,” an important factor that holds the power
to devise or manipulate the production of the translated
work according to their own ideology. After collecting data
on Japanese translated works in Thailand that were
published in the years 1950-2000, it was found that the
number of Thai translation of Japanese works increased
significantly during the 1970s-1980s. This rise came as a
result of the increasing patronage of Japanese organizations,
which provided financial support for publishing the work.
The patronage from various Japanese organizations not
only popularized the translated Japanese work in Thailand,
but also generated professionals, established translation
guidelines, and promoted Japanophilic ideology among

Thai intellectuals.

* This study was supported by Faculty of Humanities, Chiang Mai University.
** Dr., Lecturer, Department of Eastern Languages, Faculty of Humanities, Chiang Mai
University, 239 Huay-Kaew Road, Muang, Chiang Mai, email: thanabhorn.t@cmu.ac.th
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