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Explicitness in the Expressions of

Disagreement: A Comparative Study of
Japanese Speakers and Thai Learners of

Japanese*

Abstract

This paper investigates the explicitness in the
expression of disagreement acts by Japanese speakers
and Thai learners of Japanese. Three hundred twenty
expression samples from each group were coded
according to features that determine the explicitness
(explicit or implicit) of the disagreement act. These
features were referred to autonomy, reference, contrastive
discourse marker, recurrence of keywords, and no delay.

The results revealed that the frequency of the
features’ occurrence in the two groups were about
the same. The results of the statistical analysis of the
relationship between the features and contextual factors
indicated that Thai learners of Japanese appeared to be
remarkably influenced by the difference of interlocutor

status while the Japanese speakers were not.

* This paper was a revised version of the paper presented at the 9" Japanese Studies
Association of Thailand conference held in Hat Yai, in December 2015.

= Dr., Lecturer, Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University, 99 Moo 18 Paholyothin
Road, Klongluang, Pathumthani, email: poraneebun@gmail.com
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ANANUIN
HanMegeulaawAIsNlAlUAA 1 HaN153ATI8I Decision Tree Analysis Va9HNABIUY

Node ﬁ NAN13INAsU Node ﬁ WNEAN1INAEDU
Node 0 | %%(8)=358.092, p<.001 Node 5 | *(1)=20.214, p<.001
Node 1 | %A(1)=16.162, p<.001 Node 6 | %(1)=8.229, p<.01
Node 3 | %%(1)=9.246, p<.01 Node 9 | X’(1)=5.161, p<.05
Node 4 | %*(1)=9.570, p<.01

HanveaeulaauAIsNlAlunMA 2 HAaNMTIATIEI Decision Tree Analysis YadgiseuA WY

217
Node ﬁ NaN13INAsEaU Node ﬁ WENT1INAEDU
Node 0 | %2)=290.720, p<.001 Node 4 | %*(1)=15.342, p<.001
Node 1 | ¥%(1)=16.970, p<.001 Node 6 | ((1)=24.717, p<.001
Node 2 | %*(1)=15.522, p<.001 Node 8 | %%(1)=6.023, p<.05
Node 3 | ¥X1)=9.774, p<.01 Node 15 | X*(1)=14.629, p<.001
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