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Thai Students’ Preferences in Studying
Abroad in Japan and the Japanese
Government’s Policy on Accepting Foreign

words

Further study in
Japan, Japanese
government’s policy
on accepting foreign
students, Thai stu-
dents’ opinions on

studying in Japan

Students in Universities

The purposes of this research were: 1. to examine
the Japanese national government’s policy on accepting
foreign students in colleges and universities; 2. to explore
Thai students’ preferences for further studying in
Japan; and 3. to decide whether the government’s policy
matches the preferences of Thai students. This research
uses both documentary data and fieldwork data collected
by using a questionnaire as a tool. The total number of
subjects was 1,012, which were taken from senior high
schools and undergraduate universities in Thailand.

Thai students’ preferences in studying abroad in
Japan vary indeed. However, the Japanese government’s
policy involves some points that do not meet the needs of
Thai students. There seem to be the following problems.
First, tuition fees and living costs are expensive, and
second, foreign students are required to learn Japanese
before entering the colleges and universities in Japan.
The Japanese government has taken measures to
solve these problems so far by providing colleges and
universities with short- and long-term scholarships and

English programs.

* Assistant Professor, Tokai University; address: Fico Place Building 3rd Floor Room
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