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The Subversion of National Identity in
Oe Kenzaburo’s Literary Works

Abstract

This paper argues that Prize Stock (Shiiku, 1957)
and Nip the Buds, Shoot the Kids (Memushiri Kouchi, 1958),
which share the central themes of the loss of childhood
innocence and interpersonal violence, represent a critique
of Japanese nationalism and its coercive, unitary form of
national identity. It discusses the negative consequences

of this discourse, particularly the effects on individuals, words
in three key areas: the negation of individual agency;
Postwar Japanese
nationalism as a hegemonic ideology; and the “othering” i i
literature, Nation-

and punishment of marginal groups caused by nationalism. alism in Japan, Oe

However, these texts simultaneously question and under- Kenzaburd
mine this discourse, and it can be seen through appropriat-
ing the theoretical criticism on Japanese nationalism, the

concept of the foreign other, and the politics of identity.
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