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Cultural Memories of the Atomic Bombing of Hiroshima in Japanese Graphic
Novel Town of Evening Calm, Country of Cherry Blossoms

Senjo NAKAI

Abstract

This article examines Japanese graphic novel Town of Evening Calm,
Country of Cherry Blossoms to examine (1) atomic bomb survivors' difficulty in
expressing their own experiences of the atomic bombing, (2) the role of the popular
media in representing the survivors’ experiences, and (3) the radical representation
of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima in this graphic novel. This graphic novel is a
saga of three generations of a family afflicted by the atomic bombing of Hiroshima.
Exceptional is that this novel allows a heroine to express her personal voice about
the atomic bombing, which indicates her refusal to be a victim. During the Allied
Powers’ occupation (1945-1952), any reports on the atomic bombings of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki were prohibited in Japan. Yet, even after the end of the censorship in
1952, the Japanese, including the government, medical authorities, and the mass
media, voluntarily downplayed the U.S. role in the atrocities. In addition, because the
survivors fear social stigma as well as the long term effects of radiation exposure,
they choose to keep their memories of the fatal event in private. If political economy
dictates the popular media, any changes in the political and economic relationship
between Japan and the U.S., which has dominated the crucial part of the post-war
Japan, would affect the media portrayal of the atomic bombing. This graphic novel,
as a cultural commodity, reflects the post-Cold War transition of the bilateral relation
between the two countries. Despite the resilience of hegemony over the meaning of
the Hiroshima, it provides voiceless causalities of the atomic bombing with a social

space where their voices are heard.

"'Ph.D. in International Communication. Deputy Director, The Japanese Studies Center, Faculty of

Humanities, Chiang Mai University
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Introduction

For the post-war alliance between Japan and the U.S., the atomic bombings
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki have been sensitive issues. Since the onset of the Cold
War era, the Japanese government has avoided clarifying the U.S.’s role in the
atomic bombings. It was partially due to the strict censorship imposed by the Allied
Powers during the 1945-1952 occupation, and then self-censorship by the Japanese
during the following period.

It was the both Japanese and U.S. governments’ interest not to mention
Hiroshima and Nagasaki because the Japan-U.S. Security Treaty has been
considered crucial in stabilizing security in the Asia Pacific region during the Cold
War era,. Even within the Japanese government, there is a consensus that the
nuclear umbrella of the U.S. works as deterrence against the communist bloc. The
Japanese have been self-contradictory; they have been pursuing the total abolition
of nuclear weapons while they have been living under the doctrine of nuclear
deterrence.

The U.S. government's stance toward the atomic bombing has been
consistent; it attacked Hiroshima with the atomic bomb either to prevent further
casualties in U.S. soldiers and Japanese citizens, or in the revisionist view, to
intimidate the Soviet's advance. Therefore, the U.S.’s official line has been that the
atomic bombing was justifiable even though it cost around 140,000 of human lives, a
great majority of which were non-combatant civilians.

Although both Hiroshima and Nagasaki suffered from atomic bombing, the
responses 1o their experiences are said to be in contrast as the well-known phrase
‘Hiroshima’s anger, Nagasaki's prayer' indicates. 3 days after the bombing of
Hiroshima, the second atomic bomb ‘Fat Man’ was detonated over Christian
dominant Uragami district in Nagasaki. Since then, Nagasaki has come to term with
the U.S. bombing as is the case with Christian doctor Takashi Nagai, who described
the act as God’s providence in his best seller The Bell of Nagasaki (cited in Takase
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2009: 89-90). The city administration willingly collaborated with the U.S. to demolish
the damaged Uragami Cathedral despite some locals’ wish to preserve it as a
memorial (Takase 2009).

Because of the regime of silence, survivors of the atomic bombing grew
hesitant to talk about their own sufferings. Even if they spoke, their views would be
dismissed as illegitimate within the political context of the Cold War. In addition, the
survivors’ voices are countered by the U.S., Korea and China, which raise the role of
Japan as an aggressor during the war. Thus, the political context of the Cold War,
particularly the Japan-U.S. relation, forged the hegemonic condition over
representations of the atomic bombings, and effectively left causalities of the atomic
bombings voiceless for more than 60 years.

Early theorists of popular culture, such as Adorno, Horkheimer and Marcuse,
were sceptical about the power of popular media to resist hegemony. They viewed
popular media, e.g. films, novels and popular music, as inferior copies of genuine
arts, or at best cheap forms of entertainment. For them, popular media are an
apparatus of hegemonic authorities to impede the political imagination of the
subordinate and to preserve the existing political economic relations.

However, Gramscian cultural theorists view it as a field of contestation
between the dominant ideology and the opposing force. For them, the cultural
industry is not entirely dominated by a few elite, and thus the consumers of cultural
products are not always the docile mass. Thus, the Gramscian theorists view more
appropriately explains why the Japanese cultural industry, which has been firmly
embedded in the political economy of the Cold War and reluctant to address the
U.S. role of the atomic bombings, yet accepts a radical message in popular graphic
novel on the Hiroshima Town of Evening Calm, Country of Cherry Blossoms (2004,
A T HEZDE viinagi no machi, sakura no kuni).

Despite the popular reception of this graphic novel, the Japanese
academics are not so positive. For example, Chizuko Tezuka (2002: 82-3) points out

that Kono follows the literary tradition of ‘genbaku bungaku’ or the literature of atomic
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bombings in which the casualties tend to be portrayed as female or child characters
in order to victimize Japan in the war. Literary critic Takayuki Kawaguchi (2005) is
more critical about Town of Evening Calm, Country of Cherry Blossoms; he argues
that KOno's work reinforces the hegemony of Japanese nationalism by feminizing
Japan as victims in the war, and downplaying its role as an aggressor. His criticism
then shifts to argue that her work removes existence of Koreans from the portrayals
of the Hiroshima. Tomoko Ichitani (2010: 388) resonates with Kawaguchi’'s argument
that KOno’s work rests on the binary oppositions of victims and colonial assailants.
Somehow quite a few Japanese academics read Town of Evening Calm, Country of
Cherry Blossoms as a sign of Japanese colonialism. Strangely enough, personal
voices of nameless causalities have no place in their arguments.

Given the post-Cold War reconfiguration of Japan-U.S. relation, it is timely to
examine changes in popular representations of the atomic bombings. The author
takes the Gramscian view of popular media in order to argue that the popularity of
Town of Evening Calm, Country of Cherry Blossoms is a sign of the shifting relation
between the two countries. Among many graphic novels about the Hiroshima, no
other graphic novels are cherished by the Japanese readers in recent years. The
positive reception by the Japanese government also signals a change in the long
standing hegemony over the meaning of the atomic bombings and possibly the
Japan-U.S. relation.

This study is aimed at examining Fumiyo KOno’s graphic novel of the atomic
bombing of Hiroshima Town of Evening Calm, Country of Cherry Blossoms in order
to examine (1) atomic bomb survivors’ difficulties in expressing their own
experiences of the atomic bombing, (2) the role of the popular media in representing
the survivors’ experiences, and (3) the radical representation of the atomic bombing

of Hiroshima in this graphic novel.
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Town of Evening Calm, Country of Cherry Blossoms

Town of Evening Calm, Country of Cherry Blossoms was published by
entertainment oriented publishing house Futabasha (W #EL) in 2004. Founded by
successful grain trader RyOichi Yazaki in 1948, Futabasha’s business has always
rested on young adult and working class male readers. It launched a number of
entertainment magazines, such as gossip oriented Weekly Taishit (T K%) in
1958 and weekly comic magazine Weekly Manga Action (A& HE 77 a>) in
1967. Futabasha also boasts a wide range of popular comic series, such as Monkey
Punch’s Lupin Il QL3> =1i), Etsumi Haruki's Jarinko Chie (UsV A 17 =), and
Yoshito Usui's Kureyon Shinchan (Z1-3> LA H5A). In recent years, Futabasha
has diversified its venture to video game manuals, Pachinko guide books and
popular novels.

As is the case with Futabasha’s other publication, this graphic novel was
created, sold and consumed as a cultural product. The first two episodes of Town of
Evening Calm, Country of Cherry Blossoms were published in Futabasha's Weekly
Manga Action in September 2003 and Manga Action in August 2004. In 2004, KOno
added the final episode of the series Country of Cherry Blossoms 2, and published
all the episodes into a single volume.

On November 28, 2004, Asahi Shimbun published a positive review of Town
of Evening Calm, Country of Cherry Blossoms in its weekly book review. The
January 2005 issue of book review magazine Da Vinci also recommended this
graphic novel. KOno's graphic novel won two prestigious prizes; one from Japan
Media Arts Festival Grand Prize from Japan's Agency for Cultural Affairs in 2004 and
another from Tezuka Osamu Cultural Prize Creative Award in 2005. Then, it was
adapted as a stage play and a live action film (dir. Kiyoshi Sasabe 2007).

Town of Evening Calm, Country of Cherry Blossoms successfully attracted
public attention partially because the Year 2005 fell on the 60th anniversary of the
atomic bombing of Hiroshima. As a ‘genbaku manga (comics about atomic
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bombings)’, Town of Evening Calm, Country of Cherry Blossoms achieved an
exceptional level of success in Japan.

Prior to Town of Evening Calm, Country of Cherry Blossoms, there are a
sizable number of graphic novels about the atomic bombing of Hiroshima. Perhaps,
the best known is late Keiji Nakazawa’'s Barefoot Gen (1%72L ™% Hadashi no
Gen). His graphic novel was serialized in popular magazines from 1973 to 1985, and
later reprinted in monograph (tankObon). Barefoot Gen was even chosen as
teaching material for peace education (*F-F1#{ &) in Hiroshima. Nakazawa’s
pioneering work appeals to ‘graphic realism’ of the atrocity, which is dubbed as
“trauma manga” (Kajiya 2010: 221), as well as blunt political statements directed at
both the U.S. and the Japanese authorities. Despite controversies, Barefoot Gen is
the most well-known genbaku manga to date.

Apart from Barefoot Gen, there are more genbaku manga, most of which are
short stories; Kazuhiko Tanigawa’'s Hoshi wamiteiru (221X % TV % 1957), Sanpei
Shirato’s KieyukushOjo (38 Z21T7</ % 1959), Koji Asaoka and Tatsuo Kusaka’s
Aruwakusei no higeki (& % 22 O FE B 1969), Koji Sugito’'s Heiwa no toride o
mezashite CERID4E% X LT 1974), RyOko Yamagishi’'s Natsu no gliwa (D
& 1976), Riyoko |keda’s Mariko in Ikiteteyokatta! (F.EE-¥- 1976), Kenichird Suzuhara’s
Mata auhimade (F7-%9 H £T 1983), Tetsuo Aoki's Akaikutsuhaita (R
1991), Keniji lwasaki’s Kaze no yOnihonO no yOni TOge Sankichi (LD X5 %D L5
(2l =75 1993), Yoshihiro Saegusa’s Kataritsugarerusensé no kioku (REVHED LD
rDFLIE 2002), Kazu GotQ’'s  Ikirunda—Hiroshima karaimainochi no messé€ji (£
XA YIS VDL O Ay — 2006, 2010), Shiyori Matuo’s
Kimigakuretataiyo (B 73 7= K5 2008), Yuka Nishioka’s Natsu no zanzo (B D54
2008), Hachigatsukokonoka no santakurOsu Nagasaki genbaku to hibakusha (J\ H
JLH DY X ra—A—ERFIE A 2010) and Susumu Nishiyama’s Anohi no
kotoboku no kienaikioku * 1945.8.9 (o A O ZE—IF<DIH 272V FLIE - 1945.8.9

2005). However, in comparison with ‘genbaku bungaku (J5U48 3L literature on the
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atomic bombings)’, which has played an active role in representing the atomic
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, genbaku manga are neglected by academics
as a research topic.

Unlike Nakazawa, KOno is not a survivor of the atomic bombing. Town of
Evening Calm, Country of Cherry Blossoms is not created by her research on the
issue. Understandably, KOno was reluctant to write about the atomic bombing of
Hiroshima at first because she was aware of the sensitive nature of the issue, and

her own justification to tackle on the Hiroshima:

| was born and raised in the city of Hiroshima, but neither am | a survivor [of
the bombing] nor a second generation survivor. | do not have any relatives
who can tell an experience of the atomic bombing. For me, the atomic
bombing was a tragedy of the distant past, and also “not my business”. | had
long believed that it was an old tale, which should be remembered as
horrifying, and more importantly off limit [to me] so that | should not put my

nose into the incident. (Kono 2004: 102)

Even for KOno, a Hiroshima native, the atomic bombing is a difficult issue to
talk about. However, she eventually changed her mind after approached by a
magazine editor to create a story of the Hiroshima a few years before the 60th

anniversary. She explained her feeling on the Hiroshima as follows:

Post-war comics have always been dealing with the most pressing issues.
Comics on wars are one of such traditions in this industry. Although it is a
difficult task, | have to do it. | thought that it was my duty. (Chiigoku Shimbun
Online, September 5, 2012)

Kono (2005) admitted that she had read a number of the Hiroshima related

works, some of which left a profound impact on her in creating Town of Evening

- BNAINANNITLIZINITINIFEALITIA
udns lutlszimalng Asan 6




Calm, Country of Cherry Blossoms. For example, a memoir of a female survivor
Seven Years Diary in Living an Atomic Bombing (J&(Z4:% T 1953) gave rise to a
story of losses of family members in the first episode. She also mentioned Masuji
Ibuse’s Black Rain (1970) and Kenzaburd Oe's Hiroshima NOte (1965), which
helped her recreate the mood of the 1955 Hiroshima in which the first episode is set.

After the success of Town of Evening Calm, Country of Cherry Blossoms,
KOno continues to challenge similarly sensitive issues, such as memories of the war
in To All the Comers of the World (Z® 5™ J 2 Konosekai no katasumini
2007-2009) and the recovery of the disaster stricken TOhoku in illustrated essays

Hinotori (H @ &5 2012-).

The Missing Subject: Censorship and Self-regulation in Expressions of the Atomic
Bombing during the Cold War

On August 6, 1945, the U.S. army deployed a nuclear weapon against the
city of Hiroshima. According to Hiroshima Police Department, a total of 118,661 were
presumed dead as of August 10, 1946. However, many did survive, but only with
both physical and mental scars. ‘Hibaku’ or exposure to radiation subsequently
causes health problems, such as leukaemia and other types of cancer.

Despite a great deal of suffering, the survivors have difficulty in voicing their
feelings. It is well documented that after the atomic bombing of Hiroshima, the
Supreme Commander of the Allied Occupation (SCAP) imposed the Press Code to
ban any publication of reports and studies on damages caused by the atomic
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The SCAP set up Atomic Bomb Casualty
Commission (ABCC) in 1946 with a directive order of President Harry Truman to
conduct long term studies of atomic bomb casualties, in collaboration with Japanese
authorities, such as doctors, scientists and government officials (Shigesawa 2010).
Until the end of the occupation, the damages were kept secret and remained
unknown to the general public.

Until the end of the occupation in 1952, literary works offered one of a few
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spaces where the survivors could tell their experiences and feelings. Amateur poet
and atomic bomb survivor Shinoe Shoda illegally printed 100 to 150 copies of tanka
anthology called Sange (Repentance) in March 1946, and started handing it to other
survivors of the bombing (Mizuta 1997: 18-9). After Shoda, a handful number of
survivors tried to publish poems, novels, picture books, essays, and reports.
However they had to compromise their expressions, if not banned, under the
censorship. This is the beginning of ‘genbaku bungaku’.

The memorial monument for 544 students and 8 instructors from Hiroshima
Municipal Girl High School (Hiroshima shirituk®jo genbakuirehi i & i 3715 22 JF g E
SEf%) is a testimony of the censorship during the occupation period. Built in 1948,
any references to the atomic bomb were banned. Instead of a direct reference to the
atomic bomb, the formula of mass-energy equivalence E=MC’ was chosen for the
memorial (Chligoku Shimbun Online July 25, 2011).

After World War Two, the SCAP, which was practically directed by the U.S.
government, initiated the post-war policies for Japan. First, the SCAP demilitarized
Japan in exchange of the U.S. commitment to security issues in the Asia-Pacific
region. After the Korean War and the growing popularity of socialism in Japan, it
became an urgent agenda for the U.S. to rebuild Japan as a part of the capitalist
bloc. As a result, Japan began to involve in the U.S. policies in East Asia. Thus, the
Cold War tension dictated Japan’s relationship with the U.S. despite the bitter enmity
during the war. Despite occasional conflicts, Japan has been considering the U.S.
as a defender of democracy and market economy. Because of its close tie with the
U.S., the Japanese government has downplayed the responsibility for the atrocities
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

There are a handful number of academics who challenged the taboo. One of
them was Yukio Sasamoto. He pointed out at the absence of the U.S. role in referring
to the atomic bombings, and in turn stressed the importance of clarifying the subject
in the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki (2005). However, such a view has been

criticized as revisionist or largely ignored both in Japan and U.S..
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However, the hegemony over representations of the atomic bombings was
not created without controversy. In fact, it was won through heated debates at the
local level. In 1952, Hiroshima City built the cenotaph for the atomic bomb victims in
Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park. The inscription reads “Let all the souls here rest in
peace; for we shall not repeat the evil (ZHNIHRS T IV A H IR L F1 805
). The epitaph was written by English Professor Tadayoshi Saika upon the request of
then Hiroshima Mayor Shinz0 Hamai. In Japanese, the subject was omitted from the
second sentence, and the sentence was left ambiguous about who made the evil.
Since the installation, the epitaph has been an object of controversy over the identity
of the “we” in the English translation. Indian jurist Radhabinod Pal criticized the
cenotaph for the absence of reference to the U.S. role in the bombing. Saika retorted
to Pal's criticism by stating the “we” in the epitaph meant all of humanity (Hiroshima
Peace Media Center 2011). Met with resentment of the survivors, the Hiroshima City
administration installed an explanatory panel in 1983 to clarify that the missing
subject should mean to be all human beings, not any particular country or individual.

Despite long standing lack of public debate over the U.S. role in the atomic
bombing, the recent years saw signs of renewed interest in both Japan and the U.S..

In 1994, the Smithsonian Museum’s National Air and Space Museum
revealed its plan of an exhibition on the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki
“The Last Act: The Atomic Bomb and the End of World War II” as the 50th
anniversary of the end of World War Two. The exhibition was initially planned to
display the effects of the atomic bombings, and to critically examine the atomic
bombings from various perspectives. As soon as the details of the plan were made
public, U.S veterans’ organizations and U.S. policy makers condemned the

Smithsonian’s plan:

As early drafts of the exhibit text became known, the 180,000 member Air
Force Association, the 3-million-member American Legion a small group

calling itself the Committee for the Restoration and Proud Display of the Enola
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Gay, and conservative members of Congress, some genuinely offended,
some sensing the issue's demagogic potential, denounced the exhibit as
"anti-American," insensitive to veterans, and overly sympathetic to the bomb

victims. (Boyer 1998:247-8)

Despite negotiations initiated by the museum and some historians, much of
display items, such as pictures and belongs of atomic bomb victims, were removed
from the display. This event, which intended to facilitate mutual understanding about
the atomic bombings, ironically highlighted how deep the gap runs between the two

sides, and stirred controversies in both countries:

American refusals to issue an official apology give conservatives and
nationalists in Japan a trump card: ‘why should we apologize when others do
not?’ Many people, such as nationalist manga artist Kobayashi Yoshinori, ask
simply: ‘Why was Nanking a crime but not Hiroshima?'(Kobayashi1998:44-5).
Progressives have also compared Hiroshima and Nanking, or even Auschwitz
and Hiroshima, but face the problem of convincing Japanese people to accept
a perceived double standard: Japan must apologize for its war crimes even
though the Allies refuse to apologize for what, in Japanese eyes, is their major

war crime. (Seaton 2007: 64)

As recent as November 1994, the U.S. Postal Service announced a
commemorative stamp of the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki as a part
of World War Two stamp series. The design shows a mushroom cloud with a caption
reading “Atomic bombs hasten war’s end, August 1945”. This time, the Japanese
survivors protested against the U.S. proposal, and the Japanese government
lobbied U.S. representatives in Japan and policy makers in Washington, D.C..

Eventually, the proposal was cancelled despite protest from U.S. veterans:
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In one way or another, across America, journalists, pundits, and ordinary
citizens found themselves unexpectedly wrestling with the historical meaning
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in the angry months leading up to the fiftieth
anniversary of the bombings. In a Gallup poll jointly commissioned by U.S.A
Today and the Cable News Network, 59 percent of Americans expressed
approval of Truman's decision, with 35 percent disapproving. Fifty years after
the event, Americans remained uncertain and deeply divided about its

meaning. (Boyer 1998: 250)

There has been an irreconcilable gap between Japan and the U.S. over the
atomic bombings for more than 60 years.

On the Japanese side, the aforementioned cenotaph in the Hiroshima Peace
Memorial Park has been vandalized at least six times: February 1965, August 1976,
March 5, 2002, July 26, 2005, January 4, 2012, and September 21, 2012. In the
August 1976 attack, a new stone tablet was attached to the cenotaph, which reads
“President Truman”. In the 2005 attack, Takeo Shimazu damaged a part of the
epitaph “wrongdoing GEH13)”. In the statement sent to the mass media, Mayor of
Hiroshima City, and the Governor of Hiroshima Prefecture, he describes his intention
as a protest against the epitaph.

In response, the Japanese media almost unanimously condemned the
attacker. A local newspaper, which regularly covers the atomic bombings-related

issues, expressed its condemnation as follows:

The 2005 attack was carried out by a member of a right wing group. He
damaged the cenotaph in the part of the passage “ayamachiwa”. He
confessed to the police that he is not satisfied with the word because the
wrongdoer was the U.S. This crime was intended to provoke another round of
debate. But using the cenotaph as a ploy to instigate anti-U.S. sentiment, he

will not be able to attract sympathy from anyone, not to mention hibakusha.
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(Chtgoku Shimbun Online, July 5, 2005)

Later, Shimazu was arrested and sentenced to 2 years and 8 months
imprisonment for damaging public property. Although the controversy over the
cenotaph continues, the Japanese media, the local administrations, and leaders of
atomic bomb survivors’ organizations have asserted the official line of how the
sentence should be read without mentioning the issue of the U.S. role in the
bombing. In a sense, the cenotaph in the Peace Memorial Park is a field of
contestation over the memory of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima.

As the public responses to the protests against the cenotaph indicate, the
hegemony over the representation of the atomic bombing is effectively defended by
the local government, the legal system, and intellectuals. The hegemony was
created by the U.S. censorship, but it is defended and maintained by the Japanese,
even those in Hiroshima.

At the national level, the hegemony over the meaning of the Hiroshima has
been asserted by Japanese leaders. For example, Showa Emperor, prompted by a
journalist in his first ever press conference on October 31,1975, expressed his view
about the atomic bombing of Hiroshima: “It was very regrettable that the atomic
bomb was dropped, and | feel sorry for the townspeople of Hiroshima, however |
think it could not be helped because it happened during the war.” (cited in Japan
National Press Club 1975: 4). In 2007, Defence Minister Fumio Kylma stated in a
lecture that the atomic bombings “cannot be helped”. Kylima, who is known for his
outspokenness, and being critical about some of the U.S. policies, expressed his
view of the atomic bombings as a strategic means to end the war before the Soviet
entered Japan (Abiru, June 30, 2007). As his remark was reported by the Japanese
media, mounting criticism from leaders of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and
representatives of the atomic bombing survivors’ organizations led to KylUma's
resignation. Japanese leaders’ voluntary acceptance of the atomic bombings has
reinforced the hegemony over the meaning of the atomic bombings. This is a clear

example of the making and maintaining of hegemony.
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However, it is not saying that resentment towards both the U.S. and the
Japanese government does not exist among the atomic bomb survivors. Japan
Confederation of A- and H-Bomb Sufferers Organizations (H A< J5 /K (84 & A,

%2> 2005: 2) conducted a survey of 1,622 survivors called “My appeal” 60 years
after radiation exposure’. 57.7 percent of the valid respondents were survivors of
Hiroshima. To a question about those who holds the responsibility for the atomic
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 20.7 percent considered the U.S.
government, 9.7 percent the Japanese government, and 56.9 percent both
governments, with 5.7 percent considering that “it cannot be helped because it was
a war”. Selected comments from the correspondents clearly indicate that there is a

shared understanding that “Japan started the war and the U.S. dropped the bombs.”
(ibid.:12).

Analysis of Town of Evening Calm, Country of Cherry Blossoms

Town of Evening Calm, Country of Cherry Blossoms consists of three
interrelated episodes, which revolve around three generations of atomic bomb
survivors. Although the narrative structure is complex, the survivors' repressed
memories are apparently a crucial theme of the story.

The first episode, set in 1955, depicts a brief life of female survivor Minami,
who lives in a shanty town called ‘genbaku slum’ along the Ota River in Hiroshima.
Minami loses the father and a younger sister in the atomic bombing, and later a
senior sister possibly from a radiation sickness.

It was three years after the end of the Allied Powers’ occupation, and a year
before the Japanese government declared that “it is no longer ‘post-war”. As the
street sign “No to relocation!!” in the novel indicates, the post-war recovery sets in
motion even in the shanty town. Minami’s life takes a positive turn when she starts
working at an architect studio, and she is approached by young colleague

Uchikoshi.
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Figure 1 : Minami is tormented by the past. Pages15-6 of Town of Evening Calm,

Country of Cherry Blossoms (read from right to left)

Underneath the surface of restored peace in the town, the people are still
struggling with memories of the fatal event. For example, mere sights of scarred
bodies of women remind her of images of the badly wounded casualties (KOno 2004:
15-6). She feels guilty for abandoning other victims, and stealing shoes off a
deceased woman. Survivor guilt and constant fear of radiation sickness, which

previously takes her sister’s life, prevent her from accepting Uchikoshi’s love and
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starting over her life.

KOno lets Minami speak of the silence of the atomic bomb survivors as
“unnatural” (< H4K). It is well documented that the survivors of the atomic bombings
are unable to talk about their experiences in the bombings, and struggling with
repressed feelings (Tezuka 2002). It is also a central theme in late Hisashi Inoue’s
stage play Chichi to kuraseba (Living with my father).

When Minami finally breaks the silence by telling Uchikoshi what happened
after the atomic bombing, she falls ill. According to Minami’'s monologue at
deathbed, she contemplates the persons who dropped the atomic bomb, and ask
“Are you happy? Although ten years have been passed, is the person who dropped
the atomic bomb watching me and saying in his mind ‘Yes! | killed another one’.”
(ibid.: 33). Rather than turning Minami as a helpless victim, the author lets her
pronounce who dropped the bomb and killed the people. It is unprecedented to

witness a radical message surrounding the atomic bombing in popular media.
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Figure 2 : Minami on her deathbed, Pages 32 of Town of Evening Calm, Country of

Cherry Blossoms (read from right to left)
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The second episode is set in 1987 in the fictional town in Tokyo called the
Cherry Blossoms Country. This episode unfolds mainly from the point of view of fifth
grader Nanami, who is a niece of Minami. Minami’'s surviving brother Asahi, who is
only briefly mentioned in the first episode, becomes the retired father of Nanami and
frail son Nagio.

Minami’s mother Fujimi also survives all other family members except for
Asahi, who takes a shelter in lbaragi Prefecture at the time of the bombing. She is
depicted to be concerned about Nagio, who is hospitalized from asthma, and even
healthy Nanami. When Nanami has a nose blood, she mistakenly associates it with
radiation sickness (ibid.: 49). Such a scene implies that the second and third
generation survivors cannot escape from fear of long term effects of radiation
exposure. The second episode is the most light-hearted among three episodes
because it is told from a point of view of the carefree fifth grader. This episode
contains a number of hidden plots, which in the last episode turn out to be significant
to Minami’s life, and highlight the longstanding silence of the survivors beneath the
peaceful suburban life.

In the third episode, set in the suburb of Tokyo in 2004, Nanami works as an
office clerk and her brother Nagio becomes a doctor. Nanami accidentally meets old
friend TOko from the Cherry Blossoms Country, and later follows her father to
Hiroshima. Flashbacks from both the Cherry Blossoms Country and Hiroshima
recreate how the second and third generations of atomic bomb survivors try to cope
with the past.

When visiting Hiroshima for a 50th anniversary of Minami’s passing, Asahi’s
mind returns to Hiroshima in his younger days. This scene shows his mother’s
anxiety about long term effects of the atomic bomb when Asahi confides his wish to
marry with KyOka, who is an atomic bomb survivor and is rumoured to be retarded
due to radiation exposure. His mother Fujimi confesses that “I do not want to witness

my acquaintances dying from the atomic bomb any more” (ibid.: 84).
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Figure 3 : Even at her deathbed, Nanami’s grandmother still lives in memories of the
Hiroshima, missing her daughter Midori, Pages 63 (left); and Minami’s mother
(Nanami’'s grandmother) fears Asahi’s fiancée, who is an atomic bomb survivor, may

die from radiation sickness like her daughters. Page 84 (right) (read from right to left)

Daughter Nanami also recalls how her mother, lying on the floor and
bleeding, dies at the age of 38 in the Cherry Blossoms Country (ibid.: 80). Even her
meeting with TOko reminds her of the deceased grandmother Fujimi on her
deathbed, who hallucinates as if she were meeting her deceased daughter’s friend
(ibid.: 63). Although Nanami has no direct memories of the atomic bombing, the
atomic bombing continues to haunt the second and third generations of the
survivors. Nanami senses the sensitivity of the issue, and chooses to be indifferent.
In a sense, she is inherited what Minami calls ‘unnatural’ attitude towards the atomic
bombing.

At the end of the final episode, it becomes clear that TOko falls in love with

Nagio although her parents do not allow her from marrying with him due to their fear
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of long term effects of the atomic bomb. TOko, after visiting Hiroshima, decides to
marry with Nagio. Nanami, anxious about discrimination against atomic bomb
survivors and the gravity of the issue among her own family, tries to forget about the
childhood town, even her deceased mother and grandmother (ibid.: 86-7). However,

she finally decides to reconcile with her repressed past in the last episode.

Discussion and Conclusion: The Atomic Bomb Survivors’ Silence and lllegitimate
Voices

First, this study elucidated the inherent difficulties in expressing the atomic
bomb survivors’ personal views during the Cold War era. The ideological conflict
between the East and the West had forged the ‘legitimate’ understanding of the
atomic bombing, which has served to maintain the Japan-U.S. relation. The survivors
had had difficulties in expressing their views of the event under the Cold War
hegemony over the meaning of the Hiroshima.

The Japanese Democratic Party (JDP) led government tried to take more
initiative in the Japan-U.S. relation under the premiership of Yukio Hatoyama. The
Japanese government’ shift was symbolized in its demand for the relocation of the
Futenma U.S. Marine Corps airbase in Okinawa in 2009. Especially during the Cold
War era, Okinawa was the frontline against Soviet, People’s Republic of China, North
Korea, and even Vietnam. The pro-U.S. policy makers in the Liberal Democratic
Party criticized the JDP government’s move as destabilizing the regional security in
the Asia and Pacific while the government claimed that this move will improve
Japan’s status in East Asia, which has become economically and politically more
interdependent of the U.S. .Although Hatoyama’s plan was short-lived after the
collapse of his administration, his move clearly signalled a shift in the delicate
balance of East Asia politics, particularly the Japan-U.S. relation. Due to the collapse
of the Soviet Union, the relative importance of Japan as a regional partner of the U.S.
diminished. After Deng Xiaoping’'s economic reform came into full effect in the early

1990s, the U.S.-China relations has come to the point which the U.S. state

BNAINANNITLIZINITINIFEALITIA

iludns lutlszimalng Asan 6



department under Bill Clinton's presidency calls for the development of a
‘constructive strategic partnership’. China joined the World Trade Organization, and
increased its presence in the global market as the factory of the world. In fact, China
has become the U.S.’s second largest trading partner. Thus, the end of the Cold War
left a considerable impact on the regional politics of East Asia. Especially when
relative importance of Japan among U.S. policy makers has been diminishing, it is
expected to see more ‘illegitimate’ views of the atomic bombing in the media, and
heard by the Japanese.

Popular representations of the Hiroshima are a field of ongoing contestation
for legitimate meanings of the atrocity. After the end of WWII, the SCAP imposed
strict censorship on reporting of the atomic bombings. Collected information was
seized, and disseminating information on sufferings of the atomic bombings was
banned by the Allied Powers’ Press Code. Thus, the survivors’ plights remained
largely unknown to the Japanese and the Americans during the occupation period.
However, it was novels, poems and photographs which endowed the survivors with
voices. These mediums played a crucial role in remembering the atomic bombings,
and transmitting them in the Japanese society. After the end of the occupation 1952,
the U.S. censorship discontinued, but the self-censorship remained effective in many
forms to hamper free expressions of personal views of the atomic bombing.

Second, although graphic novels including Town of Evening Calm, Country
of Cherry Blossoms was originally to be produced and consumed as mere
entertainment, it has gained a momentum in challenging the long standing
hegemony over the atomic bombing of Hiroshima within the context of the post-Cold
War. KOno's challenge is subtle but clear. Her work represents the survivors’
repressed emotions surrounding the atomic bombing, which have long existed
behind survivors’ silence but have sporadically surfaced in vandalism of the
controversial cenotaph.

A very few survivors overtly express their anger toward the U.S.. Such

expressions have been dismissed as illegitimate and even dangerous. Because
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emotions, particularly anger, can engage people in political actions and
concomitantly mobilize them to overcome perceived injustice, they are a crucial
element in the political world (Thompson 2006: 123).

Nobel laureate Oe Kenzaburd (2010) described survivor's anger, which made

him a novelist:

Moments before the atomic bomb was dropped, my mother’s friend happened
to seek shelter from the bright summer sunlight in the shadow of a sturdy brick
wall, and she watched from there as two children who had been playing out in
the open air were vaporized in the blink of her eye. “I just felt outraged,” she
told my mother while weeping.
In the same article, Oe conceded that he is not certain if he can create a story that
reflects experiences of the survivors without downplaying the Japan’s role as an
aggressor in the war. Oe’s confession is a telling testimony of Japanese novelists,
who have been haunted by traumatic memories of Hiroshima and Japan’s role in

the war:

More than 60 years have been passed, yet the Japanese are still struggling to
find a word for the sufferings of Hiroshima. Their silence is not only personal. It
arises out of a complex interaction of personal, social, cultural, historical and
political forces — the relationship between the personal narrative and social

discourse. (Hunt 2010: 114)

Oe is one of many Japanese writers, who have been struggling with the difficulty
of telling experiences of the atomic bomb casualties. Their struggle has given rise
to genbakubungaku, and other genres of atomic bomb related arts in the
Japanese media. Popular expressions of the Hiroshima are still subject to the
hegemonic control, which embodies the current political and economic contexts,

and serves to defend the status quo.
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According to Japanese Confederation of A- and H-bomb Sufferers
Organizations, 210,830 are recognized as living survivors of the atomic bombings. In
Hiroshima, as of 2012, 66,660 were registered as hibakusha or atomic bomb
causalities. Their average age was 77.6 (2012). As the survivors grow older,
remembering and passing down memories of the bombings become an urgent
issue. If nuclear weapons will not be deployed against human beings again, the
survivors disappear in near future. In short, personal experiences of the bombings
will be accessible only through archived databases.

In recent years, theorists have become more interested in a role of cultural
products like graphic novels in forming collective memories and shaping national
identity. Through consuming cultural products, the consumers, unwittingly or not, are
introduced to distant pasts, which they cannot experience directly.

Of course, memories are by no means neutral: The pasts are constructed
through selectively remembering and forgetting. If the survivors’ comments hold a
negative impact on the dominant political economic context, they will be considered
illegitimate, or may be dangerous to the status quo. In this sense, KOno challenges the
long standing hegemony over the meaning of the atomic bombing in a creative way.

Kawaguchi and others regard Minami as feminized victims. Their arguments
do remind us of the image of the Japanese as war aggressors, and his argument
reinforces the long standing hegemony over the meaning of the atomic bombing,
along with pro-U.S. conservatives’ rhetoric.

However, it is more reasonable to understand Minami is portrayed through
the dichotomy of a person who Kills/a person who is killed rather than that of a
victim/perpetuator. Minami’'s last monologue strikes defiant tone against being
appropriated as a victim: “Are you happy? Although ten years have been passed, is
the parson who dropped the atomic bomb watching me and saying in his mind ‘Yes!

| killed another one’.” Such remarks are never typical of feminized victims. KOno
adds a voice to the imaginary survivor, whose voices have been left unpronounced

and even deemed illegitimate in the society.
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| o A a Y o A Ao 99y 4 aa a
LLﬁmm\iﬂu‘wuﬂLﬁ‘ﬂuimumﬂmﬂa&mw:gﬂuﬂLZQ‘L&@LW@VW]’]IMLLM@:% W gnasing
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Tun139deATitanAensaLuuAnTmn ) 7EFENdN “Practice-based Theory of
Mathematical Knowledge for Teaching” #7evg {184 NMNATAAIAATAIMTLNS

asuNNguaINNALNLR 29249 Ball wazAne (2009)

| Subject Matter Knowledge -I Pedagogical CU“LQ:“ Knowledge }

Common Knowledge of
Content Specialized Content and
Knowledge HERa = Students (KCS)

& Content
(CCK) Knowledge

(SCK)

Knowledge of
curricutum

Knowledge at
the mathematical
horizon

Knowledge of
Content and
Teaching (KCT)

U

NN 2 Mathematical Knowledge for Teaching (Ball, Thames, & Phelps, 2009)

o

13 ?ﬂ%ﬂi@‘uLLuqﬁmﬁaﬂ@'wLﬁ@ﬂizqﬂmﬂ%hmizﬁﬁm@LL@zﬁﬂmmiﬁwm
AN NATIRAYARSATUNsaauasinAnEEnlszauntsali g dnagatinaans
lulseBeuildusanssumsAnedudauuaziznisuunida

Ball wazAnz (2009) i lAruunaaasAtdnauinatinaansduiunig

@81 (Mathematical Knowledge for Teaching) (MKT) 2nuneiig ANNINATIAFANARS

' 1
a o

PandusecldlunisdfuminaaiunisaeuntinAians Ball wazaniz (2009) 1A1H
ANHMHNLTBINNFABUINNNNLTN A ND LN AgNIZ N AL AYUANLAT NN 9B EE

o = X @ Yy 1 o | o | o A jae o
°]Jer‘LmL?ﬂuiuﬂﬂWNMNWMQ&LMMM@HN‘Hﬁlﬂu’mLﬂﬂ’uwu’ﬂﬁlﬂ‘]_lmuwwﬂgmuwuﬁnlum’i

U
¥

Y PR ) aAa X Y Y N =
@@uslwﬁul,’iilu ?'JNQ\N’]HM?Q“’I V]Lﬂﬂmuiuﬂ’]?ﬁ@uuuﬂqg PNUEN ﬂ?@u@@ﬂiﬂﬂ\?ﬂ’]?qq\?

q

¥ o = ¥ a & o a = ¥ ¥
afunudanisFend nsdesindueuresinGeu nsasunaiaaanufitaniiizes
v ' ¥ A Y a =
inFewsedinases vieduimalaeFeu
Tunsauuuamndmaedldlun1sdmssiiluises niduaasdaulug o he

A NgNLuLianIa19Y (Subject matter knowledge) wazifluaauFinuilandinng

! %4 ¥

@81 (Pedagogical content knowledge) mumumwmLLmumW%meﬁqm@imq

@ a < v

AAANERTIUNN AU I UAMRAAIAATLUTANE UWATN1IAIULINNBTBIUELAINAZLTY

q

<3 A

MMINANKATURINTSIAETLLANYUTad B N9 5109 1saauluLFUNLauvTaad e
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1
cal A ¥

ATAANARTNNAINELRNIZIANZAY ARINENI9ABIHauITiall (Common  content

knowledge) (CCK) uuneiiis mansdineniuaminaaninailulaevinlufudauniuas 14
a o‘dJ dg/ 3| 1 dl 1 Y v dsl dld

pmnA1ans Tansetiiiudounuandieanllainaciuifuisaniniaonuianiy

(Specialized content knowledge) (SCK) Tuiflugilutiuaasnis¥atinaansnaui ldls

apuaMAA1anfazalLdufedd AN atinAansluszauLuas uluanNidale

b

o

nd19 7 ReafuswIRaNNARAAARSALLWIAANHA NN e TN el A1 Any]
' 4 1% ! QJdI o d’l o A

ag/Tunandnuaanldun pnufineaduilleniuaziinFeu (Knowledge of content and

students) (KCS) mqufifanfuiidaniuaznisdan (Knowledge of content and

teaching) (KCT) LLﬂ:mmiLﬁmﬁ/‘]mﬁmgm (Knowledge of curriculum)

2. dngiszasArrainisias

|
a s %

nsRdelidnglszasAine TimszianuinisatinAanfduiunisaau (Ball
wazAny, 2009) lunisldmlsdedauatinAanilszmagiunasaginalunisaau

a Y ac a
ALIAANRRTANLATNNTILLLLA

3. WENANNLANE

A8nsuuuila (Open Approach) MU LUINNNNIFBUAYIUINITALINAS
TusmnssunisAneduEed (Lesson Study)  lunnssandueaniuuuiiafanssunig
d Iy ' = o A =< ~ Y > Y o
FeuflumiceFauiGeanils o nefduneunisaeu 4 duneu 1Hun 1) nistinaue
anunandilymiidanedle 2) nisBeuifienuasaastinizay 3) nsedlmausy

P . v o o o ~ A a o a .
WreneusauiuisduEey 4) nsagdunFauainnisdenleauuofnaeiin@aun
I ST ,
WNaTulduEeY (Inprasitha, 2010)

v o a 'S al = o A « . .

wladalsauadamanslseinAny vunedeantladelsey “Learning with
your friend : Elementary Mathematics Grade 1 — 6” 7998113NANN Gakho tosho
dszmagiu Failunilsde Saunwunisudilyu e liinGauarunsnFauisoe

P~ % c A g ve o o o A A = % o
Aues Wnastdulssiiuina liinGaudnma uaradaaraaiialunisdaus annisli
o a a  a o . .oy 4 aa Iy o o p
TnirauAmLNeiL “How to think about...” WIaNNLAAIAaN1TLN Ty aa91inizey 1

pzaNnsnAnELaziinaFailunisatanisaliuiAnaeinizay TeAudidaadin

= a o ' ¥ |
ANGRTANET Nuanenaazeuuny leudadunieine
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ANNENINANAAIAASAIUSUNISAY (Mathematical Knowledge ~ for

Teaching : MKT) w1l AansineatinAaninadulunisaauatinans anu
WWIAAT8Y Ball uazAny (2009) uikeaniuaesasdlsznaulug o Ae Avniiu
Lﬁ@ﬂﬁﬂﬂjmmmm‘f(Subject matter knowledge) LLﬂzﬂmuiﬁﬁuLﬁﬂﬁﬁL%\‘lﬂ’]?@ﬂu
(Pedagogical content knowledge) T4lunAazfnulasmlsynaumail

ANEFutlamAtinAans (Subject matter knowledge)

- mmgmum@mmiﬂ (Common Content Knowledge : CCK) BuNEINNANNG
inlnauiallaunsols

- AHFANWHanNR ALY (Specialized Content Knowledge : SCK)

=2 % dal dl ¥ ' ¥ o o o a '8 o K

wHnale AoNGlanizmaiien aenaldun nsldArdninisatinanans nisAnils

¥ v o o o ! a v A a
pnNgnaeslunisliA1dinacn nsldlaunafnaeain@Fen nisaenwUIARY8Y
o = 4 4 a >
inFauneddTuaudila

- ANNINIARIAAIARTILALLUITIL (Knowledge at the mathematical
horizon) nuee AYNERI e salingeTuaziduarls dnllldaslslésa a1unsn
\onTeeaaale

ANEANWTlaMITINNsaal (Pedagogical Content Knowledge) 6w

- anufifeaiuLilanuazin3ay (Knowledge of Content and Students :

= ya o o o a 4 g v o a

KCS) wnems AnndinenfiusainGeu avnilunistansaanuive it Gauinaau
nla nsmsasaumuidnlasesinGey nadalanalminGauldiiauaunnsa

- AuFiReaiULHanILazN198au (Knowledge of Content and Teaching :

'
a o o a

KCT) wunens AnnaflunisiaandndslanaduinGeu 35laninliinGaudnlange
Wy I9n1suauen1IuaAILn (Representation)
- ANSiNEaiunANgms (Knowledge of curriculum) wanalie Aanw§ifeaiy

o/ P k% d‘l
NaNgmaT gmmmmuwm@ﬂi
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4. sziilaungaae
4.1 ngaihunng
Y O e o s aom . a a

nedduafeil nquilvuneldun dnAnmdjiReuiandnag 1eenns
= - = o o y A e ea PR =
Anmand wanenaededlud MljiRntsaeululseBaunidulsataululasanis
WU TInAZAA A AT AaeudmNIsunIsANHITUEEY (Lesson study) UA¥AENIS
wuLile (Open Approach) luwaiunnisAnEInIAWNe Sandatdealysdanuay 3
Tseau IAunlssBauiuiung laFauiuuan uazlssGauguaurinuuanamas
4.2 N9 usILTINTDYA

aa o s aa o '

gaduafunstuinuasAnaaninvAiinisaausesindnenag Gedulnied

=

74 1

& o A = = > | = =
nsaauilannluniaBaun 1 uay 2 Unsdnmn 2554 sanvianisanen niletulzau
waznas NGy nsldnisdunienlag
4.3 MIATRTRYA

¥ a o=l o

gaae TN 199LAs1z iR AL (video analysis)  WAZN13ALATIZHLTINTTOLLN

a

(descriptive Analysis) ANXNTBLLUIAANLATLAININISATIAANARSAIMTUNTaDY
d sme o . - . oz

289 Ball LarAnLE (2009) T4EANEUINTAUAINAIINIIATIZTUAINTUADUUUINIINIT

@a118938n17uLLIR (Open Approach) 284 Inprasitha (2010) Lmzﬁﬂmu@%’mﬂ@ﬁq&l

N19U99EIN8

a o

5. HANNSIAE
IAdeiiauanan1sianaINnsaAidayan idunaune3snisuuLLle
Usnguadde Al
1. duidduaganunisaiiiym
° - = = o A& Y
pgiauean unsalidloguin 1 aundsnglumii@eseunnaiiaiy

anunsniifyuive@asleaiuGesntinGaulfzauiliuaununiuen dsnwsialild
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3 | The volume of this electric kettle is | § and how many } more?
It

1L oy 1
’ remaining part b 'QJ
3| remaining part
b — 4

Tk 2lremumngpat] |JE 2

|| remaining part | | | |

e

The remaining part is L |JE

‘;, The volume for which 3 are equal to | § is equal

to the volume of one part that is made by dividing

| 4 into 3 equal parts. This volume is 3 il oL |

w3 uanpgaiantumeniilynundsnglumiedeizeu Gakkoh Tosho

(Grade 4, 2005, p.67).

aonunsaitlyn® 1 nezdntnFeulniniiliunms 1 ans wazldauiivde
a 1
anwinls
ananunsiilagliinGauaunundn azildanisiaruaniBuinsdoun
o X \ a @ o ¥ v o o o
waail Taenisutie 1 ans aanifuidou uasanniuagldsunuiniFauaanun
R PeU IRt gL AMATU 15HNA91840 1 aRT Taendn 1ENNmItngau

AUAANAIUAIR LN BNNAT18TN 1 aRT  Aananaluninsalilil

! Al

MW 4 N170BNNUAANLUNARTRILN T

Tudanaasnisiaueaniunisniilgui 1 4 aginislidevasasalsznaunig
wauean il warldsandenasnpdesiumiidaEou naaduayunig
WaueLAANgNfasuarmENzanTesiinBay  wasanisuwnuiinFausanuILans

WAA TN TN NNATIAHN AN WAMARTU UTN1ATI89T 1 ARTLANFINAY
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afseasladasgidaniudn “Bums 3 dounvindu Wasmuiuudawindu 1 ans

153199799 1 491 A1NN19uLe 1 ans eandly 3 491 U3uimsiide | ans” wiau
3

o a o o o a 6 ¥ O I o0 o P v A A
MU UANRTATULUNTEATU 1umafmﬂuﬂgvl,m1°ﬁmwuam tymﬂmngluuumm?w
duuuanielunisagy
d'y dl a a = dl 1 Y
‘ﬂqﬂﬂ??'ﬂﬁ;{ﬁﬂuw&nﬂqﬂmﬂutﬂﬂLL‘L!'JﬁﬁLL@tﬂ‘ﬂﬂ??N‘iWﬂ‘U‘VlL?EIL!‘VIBJWL!NW N9l
ﬁﬂlﬁfﬂuigﬁﬂ’]‘]ﬂ’]LL'&@\?LL‘V]HLLH’)%@ LL@$1°§LLB~Iuﬂ’1WLL’&®\1LLV]uLW‘ﬂ‘]J?:Zﬂ‘ﬂ‘LIﬂ’Wﬁ']L@uﬂ
- = a4 o P = X
mmum?mﬁmm LL@ﬂ\‘iﬂ\‘iﬂ'\?‘l’lﬁgﬂﬁqqﬂgiuﬂqﬂ‘ﬂﬂﬂtﬂ\iLu‘ﬂ‘ﬂ’] (Knowledge at the

= A

mathematical horizon) wazluaniunisalilyuin 1 aginisiaanlddeansass
dsznaunatinauagniunisafilyinFanriadlnisdnsaidaiNeaiuayuuuaAnaes
o a PR 9 o o o Sy o o ) a
inGewnenayliinFauaienisFaniatnailannumung i ldgnisaglannansay
aan wandliduinagiaoudinaduilenuaznisaan (KCT : Knowledge of content
and teaching)
pgianagniunteitouid 2 aanidenglunisde seusnaradu

- o X
mmum?mﬂtymmu

4 | How many d is the volume of

water in the cup?

=

Which measure should we use to find the volume?

142 —de —| 4 e

% di scale %dﬂ. scale L dl scale é di scale

The volume of 3 sets of%dﬂ, is 1dl
called "three fourths deciliter" and is E
writtenﬂas %dﬂ.ﬁ o

mw 5 agafwanunsaiiliymuazidsreianssuaindennuiilsng

lumisdeFau Gakkoh Tosho (Grade 4, 2005, p.67).

1BNAITUAINITLIETNITINTIEA LTI

fudns lutlsznalng asan 6



~al

aonunisaiilm 2 i luufalinndans
AIIRINANgTN  Aa9adunedEnIsuansTmsrasin luutadaaniag
\ATARST
agldtemnundanglumideGaulunsafraiduaniunisalilymwaz A4
a Y 1 o A A o § Yo o ~ X
gasnanssuldatinsdniauianazin ldiin GauussqilvunsaesunFaulunuil uans

Tiudnagiiatngsuilanaueniy (SCK: Specialized content knowledge)

2. UUNFIFEUSAILAULBIUDINNLTEU

o

ananunsadiloynagldinisaianisaluudAnaasinizauldasentinfsil
o X
fadl

v a ac 901 4 1 aa ¥
1. dnisauaiunenan1suansTunArrasin luniasenidaaindans iyl

N

=he

LARANLAN

o wiwduataasaaniilu 4 dou windi udadiunet 3 douw @auunu

, 3 o
et ZLWMG}?

. e o . . | ¥y
o uilsuiundanseeniii 4 491 1 @9uazidu " 1 11 3 dutinan
e e 3 aa
sanfuld = wTang
4
o o Py Y aa = 1111 o
o nFauldaszunaaslunnaagans Nduawna >377s AN

Soe
S
oD
e
=
=b_
w
DD
Zo

. . ¥, . 1 o
AunAszAUBaIUINAY AnaTey — uaziagh

a [~ 3 aa
VeI 2 LATABIT

v
v a o |

a P = sa | > Ay
e nFau aTUNL9N AULU ARUNNNeY 3 49U AuAINAREIY
H . a4 3 oo
VNNALDUATART 4 AU AslFAndiune — 1adAms
4
TnelunisaianisniuuaAniaglatasziantunisailscnauiuglnin

wazldrumbsdrAnyidenglumldeGeu iuwwimislunisaianisniuuaAnsdiail
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4 | How many di is the volume of Idb
water in the cup? @

Which measure should we use to find the volume?

‘2 dil scale é di scale l dil scale ‘5 di scale

I1dd

The volume of 3 sets uf%dﬂ is 14t
called "three fourths deciliter" and is

: 3
written as Z—dﬂ.

w6 uansdapaudAtyiitlsinglumisdeFeu Gakkoh Tosho

(Grade 4, 2005, p.67).

Tudoutl wansliiiudiagiinoufinaafuilaniuazindau (KCS
Knowledge of content and student) NAginisAtAnIsniuuaAnaasiinFeulianniin
dl | a 53 al dlv = o '
WaluniafsfnAainEaudiunndes

3. auanUsanazidFau e usINNUNITWLT8IY

'
oA

= o A = o o a v a [ % dal |
ﬂguLme\ﬂummm@@mmu?mmm‘uLLufmmmumwumu naun 1 iy

q
'

1 alal a dl U o/ [~1 1 1 dll 1 ai o [~3 v 1
ngunduwRanad et dudaulug Wangui 1 dausiadaudn AgNINdINAIIY
! PR o , X o a ! - , P o o
paangulanmdeuiunguitinglfaanuiasuiadundanatiels wardnguluuiingg
uansisaanliainngul  ngud 2 unguiduwiAauansieainnguay Inaagnsesu
VhinFausunaAuAILatindualssifunsaantiy ldldldasunaianun uay
Cod o da - . 4 . ¥
nqun 3 lunguiiesunauwiAsdaauiiemeniagnisagUnisuansiFunnssaeunlu

Y = | e | X
LHNIRMNLUUIAAUBILARSNAN mgﬂm‘wmﬂﬂu

BNAINANNITLIZINITINIIEALITIA

udns lutlszinalng Asan 6



AN 7 UAAINITRBNLATEINANALNNIULALETDIA]

a p o o a o o . Y & =
m?wﬂgmﬂmmzmmuLLmﬂm"ﬂﬂ\mmﬁ‘ﬂuiWﬂm\‘immmu LmediﬂLMuaﬁﬂgm

ANFINEfuLILeILAaTN1948Y (KCT : Knowledge of content and teaching) 14z

=

T BowfansFauiatinadlannumung

annsdanaduEtuaiudlausinFauaaniiaueIaTaLa AgAzEa

'
<

agtdsziaundrAngidanglunistianeduuumilenssanwinaue aadulszinun

b

'
o o a o

Y o o o v A o P P @ Ao
agnpdesriuAukang A dsng lumilede Fan nsiagilauagllssiAundl Ay
danglunisiiaue wanelifdfiudiagiiananifuiianianiz(SCK: Specialized
content knowledge) uarANFiAgaiuLHanILaziInGEaUW (KCS : Knowledge of content

dl a e a o A dl Y a = P o
and student) sluﬂqﬁ?'ﬂ‘iz']Lﬂ?’WMLL@i"IIEI’]EILLuQﬂm"ll‘ﬂ\‘luﬂL?ﬂuLWﬂiﬁLﬂﬁﬂ’]ﬁ‘L?ﬂug?QNﬂu

4. 2unsagiinensi@anlasuuiAnvastinizaundsinguuludwsey
Tuduaglumzeull agldidenlaadeiuRaniiatuainnisuftyuiduizausi
AINNITNANTUIANIUNITILTIYTN LUAAANTININANTTHN AanAAunITanlasauiu
X Aaa = An e , > H
299108 TREN T @aund AT R llfumdae BN UIa9ULAZANENITAS
ununszaeazlating e ntduasiiauaA Aniludlfun fawds (Numerator) wazsia
@1 (Denominator) TaznfianlesainnisiassuniAsdiuaasingay wfaufuasune
] X = =® a = o a =
ATHUNNLLBIUAAT AU FINDINNITATUDILUIAAUTENANNNTNANTUINNTTLULAY

| A o = o o o . C e . e
ﬂ??ﬂﬁul,ﬁ‘]:m’]u‘ﬂﬂqﬁﬁlLL‘LL']ﬂﬂL?’rNﬂ’l’1NﬁquﬁitﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁquﬂﬂﬂﬂUﬁquiﬂﬂ&I FIGIUNUY

©

10901987 luauFauillinanAumisdAndsng lunisde Gaudai
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Numbers such as :'3— ,z and g are called "fractions.”

The number over the bar is called 3
-+ numerator
"a numerator” and the number under Tl- T
-denominator

the bar is called "a denominator."

R The denominator expresses how many parts the original
measure (like | m and | £) has been divided equally into

and the numerator expresses the number of these parts,

| Write these numbers as fractions.

a8 uaassukdAnnagldiduuwanielunisag

Gakkoh Tosho (Grade 4, 2005, p.68).

dal o Y o o =8y o dll | ¥ dl |
uananiazaliinFauinuuuiniaieunisnasauanidnla Sad
= o o A o ° | g ve R 2 am
wuLEnaieg lumideFeunssnunumisn i Gautnu §un
Tudautl uansliiiiiudiagianudinaaiilaniuaziinGew (KCS : Knowledge
of content and student) wazAdnxFiNeafuLanILazn1saau (KCT : Knowledge of
content and teaching) lunsagauusAavasiniTauLazasidunannisvzedanig

¥ A o dl
LLﬂﬂQ_,IVWM?@ﬂW MAUNIUNIEAN

agduazanilsananisian

a L'e ¥ o = a o dl [
aINMsRAziuInIans dnisde FauatinAanslsvinadguaesagne
3 au NdeulussiudulsvonAnenin 4 luntsaeuadinAnansioadsnisuuiie
NUNBSBRIAI NI NATIAAanTAmiuNTsaauaeinAnAgunsdl AN IWLdN
TuBUMaaeNIIWIWI AZLLLNNSAN I TUEEULA AT NS UL ElATLTWN SN usaN i
pa3pglnadiin e liulgsuasaivduBauadinaansndunisudtymiinigld
o A = a 'y dl [ dl ¥ L N ¥ a o
wiAaFauaminaanslszinagluiisenndesuasduiusiuauineatinAans

AMFUNNTABULAAILANNIIAETURaNNIaaURNNIE N UL nAssie L

& o ¢ Y o A o o o
1. aunisdnduasaunisaidgun  agldmisdeFaulunisiinnaing
- = a2 do = vy % 2o o o a

anunsadiloyuidanuniugeninGauldGauiuudauar ldnnuun A daaeaniansss

nanqfa AginisuanuesilymuazArdenasianssuina ldnisuiauaaniunisnd
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Toyrnddnau uaznisnunouzedenlasuuifa 1Wam LazUaANNIIAINUNEEUN
v oy | Y I P e V) - = ] D , = o
inFeuinnluniianisFeuiauninecdesiu wreunGauneuntilunuseneaiy
wansliiudiagiannudifeaduiilaniuaznisaan (KCT) Aauisuilannadanna
L@WE (SCK) wazAnilunisenlasilavatina1ans lunisdiasicianiunisnl
fyyuazimmuaaderesianssuy

2. AuMsFaugAEauasIaunEey A3 ldnildaFaulunisaianisnl

= a o o a A o A& o g vo

waziFeuisuwwlAngestinGeuiuuuaAandsng lunisdedan uazdsldainiu
nazsfulditin FaunanisAnudtlynine liaenademnidnanaidsng lunisde
Bew uansliiiudiagiaudineaiuilanuazinGeau (KCS) lunisdadinliiniau
k% %
witTeymdnemuLes

3. aunisaddsauazilfFaudiausinnunstuday aglduuannileng
Tumiv@e FauduunanelunisidenuazdnasuuueAnvesinGeulunisailmg uas
pgfarhtlszfueilmendsnglumide Gaunsadusiniuoiuringen uwanaliiiu

' =

vy X vo A a y o o X
AIATHAITNIATRLUIUILRNIL (SCK) Lmzmmgm‘wLﬂummgmmnuLu@mLm:

a

o

1nFew (KCS) numuiinaaiuileniuaznisaau (KCT) lunsiiasnzil 1aan uas
o o o a o = 4 6 va Ny, a
ANRNALLUIAATBATINEU e I AN s EHuE TN
4. aunmsasdlnenisaaniaswuiAnrasiniGaunlsingauluduiEaw
dll a o A dl o ! a a o‘dl o o
AdaNlovLuIAnTaetinFuwie i lgnisagUmuuuaAanaatinaansnd Aty
% v A o o 6y o o A o & |
aanndesunthde Faunazdalduuuininnes lunkdeFaudos lunimmaaa Ay
17 o A Y @ ' IS 949:/ P | 1 A o &j o a
wnlaeatinizau wanelidindiagiiaaugvienduaondineaduilaniuasiinzau
(KCS) fiumnufineniuiiianiuaznisaau (KCT) Tunsaenauuifnaesinizauasag
o o A ax > A o =
dlunannisvisedsnsundoymvise AnaLNMaN LA
2o A Yy & R N - =
AnHANTIRERuaa udan s Livlide FauatinAanslssin el uredns
N ey aa = o = o o e >
Tnelunisasuatinaanssnedsnisuuuile aewinAneagidunsdidnen wansld
< =] 9/21/ % dal 1% = Zj/ = 3 a o dﬁl
WindaaNicluAilenuazAunsBeunsae Ui Austiaueiise fail
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71
Multiplication Using Squares Shapes
Try calculating 56X B2 as follows 1 | What are the following shapes? &
(- R _5 6 @ A quadrangle where all & corners are right angles.
‘3 s @ A quadrangle where all & corners are right angles and
all & sides have the same length
| P ;
[ @ A triangle where one corner is a right angle.
|2 | / 2
te 56 and B2 as showr @ Draw diagonal I 2 | Draw the following quadrangles by connecting these
points with lines. LY
5 - 5 [} e _, J
=~ @ Square @ Rectangle @b

Making a Right Angle in Ancient Egypt
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1.2 UsEIRANEASURINITUIATNTE (TT) WAZUNANAANEASNLA LTS

Twdlavunzauludullszan@neti 5 Vol.2 uni 10 3a999naN (Circle) i
o o X o PR Py ~ = o 9 o A A A

wihgavinaaasunil nasaniidn FauldBauFeanuaiuonanuds lumilsdadauinig
TUAUDEFRIT1N UL RAERFINENTUNaN liadaizas UseshAdanfuaadngdou
PAIAITNENAUTDLINUDIMNNAN (The history of the ratio of circumference) YEG
UsedRrnansn1suneinig (1) luutin 54 Taglwilaniidessananoinistinigua
UszARAansns A nIENFausABELE Nan santenguaisasssnau waziu Tne
HnsunaueTiouarglnInans Takakazu Seki nAtinAaaTE9 W Na110UNAN
werl@ida 300 tnausns

1.3 qARLIATRILATEINNIE UIN AL WasAD ANLUALNLNdAIR was
UNANAAIEASNLN TS

wananNBuan lumldadauaminAdnstulszan@netln 6 Vol.2 lunauni
NN3ULEUAUILARANANTAIAAA AT NELANTY HN1311a U323 RANanTaas
AAANARTFavqanlnasdyaneniaesatinAans (Origins of the symbols of
mathematics) Tuntin 74 waz UszdhAransaeaaanuwmasninanna (Pascal's Triangle)

Tunti 80-82 sauansluning 2

Bascals Triangle -l

i 6
—J: The History of Mathematics ) -
5} drd Ll Al e e e v
T
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1 Qiigins olihe Symbols o, )
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MW 2 nisRe Beudutlszoudneilf 6 Vol.2 (GAKKOH TOSHO, 2005,

1 74 LAY 80)
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MNA 3 nulideBeudutlssouAneEn i 3 Vol.2 (GAKKOH TOSHO, 2005,

9111 84-85)

2.2 nmsiduailygmneatiamansidsinglumaidiuazin uas
uilada Jinkoki

= o

TundlsdaFauptinAanfaasiuinisinauaudyunielsydfenans
anpfpAaasuuullunnuludiaiduazdn WianBandndanzy “Sangaku” (F%H)
1§ lumiede FaudutlssonAnuntln 6 Vol.2 i 78-79 luneuseaniiv@e Fuunitiiiaue

dl s '8 a 2% U o dl
FaesLsedfaansatinFans luinelan falandluning 4

5 lapasese Matnemaics. Wasi) T i o peobiess frous Jnkit

A mathematician named Takakazu

Seki calculated the ratio of circumfer.

480k

@ Think about new problems togeth

read by many people. (mathematical {rames).

7% "

MNT 4 nlideBeudutlssouAneEnifi 6 Vol.2 (GAKKOH TOSHO, 2005,
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